NACD WESTERN ISSUES AND FORESTRY REPORT
June 4, 2010
Hi All, This is my second informal report letting you know some of the things I’ve been working on. My request is that you reserve about five minutes at your next district officials meeting to discuss this report and provide me any with feedback or questions you might have. I hope you find this helpful. Thanks, Yenie Tran 202-547-6223 x232 or yenie-tran@ncadnet.org 
· GENERAL LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY
· Farm Bill Task Force has been formed to review 2008 priorities and to set the priorities for the 2012 farm bill. The task force will also determine a strategy to compile comments and input from conservation districts nationwide. 
· The American Power Act – Sens. Kerry (D-MA) and Lieberman (I-CT) released their climate change bill on May 11. The bill language includes language developed by Sen. Stabenow (D-MI) on agricultural and forestry offsets. Through the Forest Climate Working Group, Karl and I are working to the extent possible that any agricultural and forestry offsets make sense for conservation districts.   

· Bark Beetle – On May 24, the Senator Udall (D-CO) announced an approval of $50 million for Western states to deal with dead trees from bark beetle outbreak. Projects have not yet been announced. Senators Udall (D-CO) and Risch (R-ID) introduced a bark beetle bill in November last year. We met with staff from Risch’s office last week to discuss bark beetle issues as well as sage grouse issues. 
· Renewable Biomass Definition Bill – The bill from Sens. Baucus (D-MT), Tester (D-MT) and Crapo (R-ID) would amend the existing regulations for making biofuels and for other programs to adopt the relatively broad definition of renewable biomass used in the 2008 farm bill. It would also require any future renewable electricity standard or greenhouse gas regulatory system to adopt the farm bill's definition. We have discussed the renewable biomass definition with both majority and minority staffers on the Senate Energy Committee urging support for a broad definition that does not exempt landowners from participating. 
· Wild Horses and Burros – BLM released a new strategy and there is a 60-day public comment period for the wild horses and burros strategy yesterday. Documents are at: http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2010/june/NR_06_03_2010.html. 

· The next Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board meeting will be held in Denver, CO on June 14 & 15 with Monday dedicated to allowing public input on the new strategy. Tuesday will be the regular Advisory Board meeting. 

· Wild Horses & Burros meeting with DOI officials on Tuesday, July 20 is set (timed with the NACD Legislative Conference). Time is still to be determined. 

· FORESTRY
· Agroforestry Roundtable Workshop took place May 25 & 26 in Washington, DC. NACD is a member of the Interagency Agroforestry Team. I am the staff member for NACD who will be working with six USDA agencies [Forest Service (FS), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Agricultural Research Service (ARS), National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), Farm Service Agency (FSA), and the Office of Environmental Markets (OEM)] and National Association of State Foresters (NASF) to develop the national strategic framework to forward agroforestry practices. 
· The Joint Forestry Team website has been recently updated (www.jointforestryteam.org). Please share with me any success stories or ideas you might have for the site. A survey will soon be sent out to all state conservationists, state foresters, and conservation districts to assess how forestry practices and funding has improved since the JFT MOU was signed three years ago. Survey results will drive the discussion at the next JFT Executives meeting on December 16, 2010.
· We met with the Western Forestry Leadership Coalition (WFLC) this week to discuss items of mutual interest. WFLC plans to schedule a congressional briefing soon on their recent publication, Threats to Western Private Forests. We also discussed fire funding, bark beetle, state assessments, the planning rule, and stewardship contracting. 
· We met with American Forest and Paper Association to discuss items general forestry items of mutual interest. 
· PARTNERSHIPS AND PROJECTS
· Land Trust Alliance – still working to advance this partnership. If you have a successful partnership with a local land trust that can be highlighted, please let me know. 

· Bureau of Indian Affairs – working to set up a meeting to forward the interests of Tribal Conservation Districts. 
· Sage grouse – we are still working with many partners and stakeholders to implement a monitoring project in the west. Jeff and I have met with Hill staffers, DOI and USDA agencies heads, and NGOs on this issue. 
· California Cattlemen’s Association – We discussed farm bill issues and sage grouse issues last week. 
· In process of setting up a meetings with other NGOs and partners to discuss Farm Bill and wildfire issues. Meeting with Defenders of Wildlife next week. 
· OTHER ACTIVITIES
· America’s Great Outdoors (AGO) initiative – the first series of listening sessions for AGO was held in Montana this week. Please keep me posted if you know of listening sessions happening in your state. We want to make sure the interests of conservation districts are represented.  
· USDA Rural Summit – NACD Immediate Past President John Redding represented NACD by participating on a USDA Rural Summit panel discussion yesterday in Missouri. We helped put together talking points for John. More about the Rural Summit at: www.usda.gov/ruralsummit.
· Energy Management Plans – we have been in discussion with NRCS and TSPs AgriTech (CO) and EnSave (VT) on the $2 million NRCS made available for energy management plans. 
· UPCOMING MEETINGS 
· NACD Legislative Conference in Washington, DC – July 17-21, 2010
· Joint NACD Forest Resource Policy Group and NASF Forest Resource Management Committee meeting in Madison, WI – August 31-September 2, 2010
· Southwest and Pacific Region meeting in Kona, Hawaii – September 22-24, 2010 Registration and agenda will be available soon. You can book your room at http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1005072222&key=DD7A7. The room rate of $129 will be honored from 9/19 through 9/27 if you are interested in spending extra time in Hawaii. You can also call them toll free at 866-837-4256 and identify yourself as part of the NACD Southwest-Pacific Regional Annual Meeting to get the group rate.
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