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YOUR WORK HAS MADE THE PAST THE PRESENT
Welcome to the 2011 Montana Association of Conservation Districts and the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana Spring Board meetings. First of all, I want to thank all of you for taking time out of your schedules to attend the meetings and participate in the deliberations. Conservation of natural resources is obviously important to you. Conservation makes life better for all of us, and, most importantly, it makes life sustainable for all of us. Our jobs are to leave things better than we found them. 

The cover on this year’s report is a picture from the US government of a shepherd with his horse and dog on the Gravelly Range in Madison County. If you saw this picture in color you would note that not much of the landscape has changed since August of 1942, the year this photograph was taken. That was nearly 70 years ago, about the time Conservation Districts were created. Over the years Districts have helped conserve those lands and waters of our past to stay the same or improve for our use in the present. There is likely a good chance that the shepherd’s family still has that coat, and maybe the dog’s offspring are still running around Cameron or Virginia City or Silver Star. What does that say about Montanans? That we know a good thing when we see it? That the land shaped us to be a natural-born conservationist? That we know value? That we conserve and use conservation in all aspects of our lives? Probably all of the above fit.  
This is my third State of the Association Report. If you had the chance to review the prior two reports, you will note that I have a tendency to paint a positive picture of where we are and where we are headed. There are many reasons for us to be positive. 
By now you know who I am and what kind of leadership you will get from me. I like to share information and know that you can press the delete button if it gets to be too much. I like to think of the big picture and new ideas to help farms and ranches. Sometime I fail with those new approaches. With your support, I get back up off the ground and try again. Thank you to my Board for putting me on a long leash so I can do these things. 

Our partners at DNRC and NRCS have been first rate to work with and are open to new thoughts and approaches. A special thanks goes to MACD President Pete Woll for his leadership and support and wise counsel. It is appreciated. I also want to thank the Districts for their continued support. We appreciate and need your ideas, thoughts, comments, constructive criticisms, and suggestions to keep us moving forward.    
***

The town I was raised in was much like Butte. Butte was based on one major industry – mining. In my home town we had two main employers – the American Rolling Mills Company - a local steel mill, and Pullman-Standard – the makers of railroad passenger cars. Those plants needed lots of workers and many came from what we called the old country. I grew up surrounded by many ethnic neighborhoods with interesting foods and dress and music and swear words. I heard, whether I wanted to or not, many polkas growing up. So comes easy to my mind the Beer Barrel Polka. The most famous line is “roll out the barrel, we’ll have a barrel of fun.” That’s what we did over the last year with what I called “roll outs.” Before I go there, however, here are a few lines of that song:




There's a garden, what a garden

Only happy faces bloom there

And there's never any room there

For a worry or a gloom there…
Roll out the barrel, we'll have a barrel of fun

Roll out the barrel, we've got the blues on the run

Sing boom tararra, ring out a song of good cheer

Now's the time to roll the barrel, for the gang's all here

For those who hate polkas, sorry I had to do that.

Here is a summary of the rollouts:

We started with a program named Getting Conservation on the Ground, the name of a partnership with NRCS, the Montana Conservation Corps, and MACD to provide labor in rural areas. This seemed like a good idea when we were developing it, but it has had limited application. Looking back, it is clear to see that stimulus dollars drove the need for this idea. When they dried up, the idea was not taken advantage of. This program remains in place and could be applied under the right circumstances. This is a voluntary program. Thanks to Marlene Moon for helping to test drive this idea.
Sage-grouse issues have dominated our attention recently. Aggressive conservation action is needed to address this issue. SWCDMI was able to obtain a grant from BLM for conserving sage-grouse. We ran the program as a mini-grant and awarded a total of $22,500 to nine projects near core areas in Montana. Note that these dollars were available to Montana and both Dakota’s but neither Dakota applied for grants. This is the first time that we have stepped out of the state of Montana as far as I know for something like this.  In addition, we have secured the match needed to accept 75% of the dollars from NRCS needed to hire a range conservationist to be stationed in Forsyth for three years. That person will be an employee of MACD and work with the local District Conservationist on sage-grouse conservation issues. Match dollars were found from USFWS, Pheasants Forever, and The Nature Conservancy. Some of you may have already seen the vacancy announcement on the web.   
We have a new program to help livestock owners with confinement issues. We resurrected Steve Schmitz, a long serving member of the conservation community, to lead this program. He is known as the CALO – conservation advisor for livestock operations. His job is to help, in a confidential manner, producers who want advice on confinement and water quality issues. The program includes a mini-grant component. We asked the Stockgrowers and Woolgrowers to serve on Steve’s advisory committee. Steve has made a number of contacts with producers and Districts. Expect to see more of his work in the months ahead. This is a voluntary program.
A program that has not been rolled out yet is the Montana Streamside Mitigation Program. We are working with the Montana Department of Transportation to set up a program where Districts would receive the equivalent of a “finder’s fee” to help MDT locate potential mitigation sites in Montana. Districts could see this roll out in the next few months. This, too, is a voluntary program. Thanks to Larry Van Rinsum for his leadership in starting this program. 
 Irrigation Water Management is a new program that was proposed last year at this meeting by NRCS. MACD is moving forward with the roll out of this program. In a nutshell, the idea behind it is that producers are given tools to better manage the water that they use for irrigation. Every time they do not spin their center pivot they can save about $200 in electricity costs and gallons and gallons of water. The sign up for this program begins on 1st July and ends on 15th August. We will have a better idea of the depth and breadth of the program after we see the numbers of sign ups. 
***

2011 Legislative Review

We had a very interesting legislative session the first part of this year. Conservation Districts did very well considering the fiscal circumstances that beset our nation and our state. Every agency in state government was cut by a certain percentage and that is a reality that we could not lobby against. Our biggest loss was the $8.5 million removed from the coal bed methane account. That program will have to be examined in detail during the interim. Consider what I see as the highlight of the session – DNRC testified in front of the full House Appropriations Committee in response to a significant increase in their budget by the Appropriations Subcommittee that reviewed the executive’s proposal in detail. The interesting part is that they testified against the increase because it did not fit the executive’s proposal! We saw the subcommittee’s work, and the consequent support from the full House Appropriations Committee, as a vote of confidence in the work of DNRC. Districts played a significant and visible role in that perception, and are to be congratulated on their performance.

In my last edition of News From the Front, I wrote that our 150 member board of directors (the Legislature), looked at performance, personalities, and partnerships as they decide who will receive appropriations, what are our focus areas, and who will do the work. We apply that same approach. MACD has been trying to focus on these three areas as we move forward. We try to manage the resources that are made available to us from the Districts in a responsible and frugal manner. We try to keep our word when we make commitments. We try to establish professional and positive relationships with all who we come in contact with. And we try to work with a wide variety of people and programs from across the state to get conservation on the ground. Thanks to those of you that let us know when we fail to reach those standards, and those who recognize when we do.
Readers of News From the Front are familiar with the details of the last Session and our activities, and I will not go into detail here. I am sure that DNRC will address this issue more in their report to the Board.  

***
We have lots of work ahead of us. There are many things on the horizon as you will note here and in other parts of the Spring Board Meeting agenda. We do not know how the health insurance program will change, but MACD could be playing a significant role in the months ahead. Less than a year from now we could have 16 new workers helping as watershed leaders with the Montana Streamside Mitigation Program with the Montana Department of Transportation. We could hire seven other employees, called hub clerks, to manage the Irrigation Water Management program we are working with NRCS to implement. We are hoping that District Administrators who are less than full time will consider applying for those positions to round out their work weeks to 40 hours (if they are so interested). The MACD office is getting busier and busier, and we have to hustle every day to keep up. We hope that the Districts believe that they are getting value for their membership dues. I would once again like to appeal to the few Districts that do not pay their dues in full to re-consider what they get for their dollars. Full participation would allow us to keep making progress and serving the Districts. 
***

I hope that you will take the time to review our list of products and services. The products and services we provide to the Districts, in conjunction and close cooperation with our partners at DNRC and NRCS (who fund some services), help to build and maintain a foundation for each District as it carries out its responsibilities. The 2011 list may be seen below.
Finally, this report includes an update on the resolutions that were approved at the November 2010 convention. We have made good progress on many of these directives. My philosophy is to be aggressive addressing the resolutions that come directly out of the Districts, as these are your priorities. This approach keeps MACD closer to your bidding. 

***

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS OF MONTANA, INC.

SERVICES AND PRODUCTS

provided to Montana’s

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

2011

1. Influence (provide a focal point for the interests of 425+ Supervisors and their staff)

· Local governments (Montana Association of Counties, League of Cities and Towns, individual Counties, Cities, and Towns)

· State Government (Governor’s Office, DNRC, MDT, DEQ, FWP, EQC, WPIC, Montana Water Center, Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology, Montana Water Course, etc)

· Federal Government (NRCS, FSA, USDA FS, EPA, Corps of Engineers, USFWS, BLM, Reclamation, FEMA, USGS, NPS, OMB, RC&D, Extension, etc.)

· Private conservation NGOs (Stockgrowers and Cattleman, Grain Growers, Farm Bureau, Irrigators Association, TNC, TU, GYC, MWA, etc. The total number of NGOs MACD coordinates with exceeds 50. Details are available upon request)

2. Education and Training

· Up to two college/university Scholarships for Montanan’s studying conservation. 

· Monitor changing technologies

· New District Administrator training

· Administer the Envirothon grant

· Operations reviews

· Grant management (via BSPPA)

· Primary and secondary schools poster contest

· Annual District newsletter contest

3.  Specialized Services

· Legal Services to the Districts (via DNRC and at no charge to Districts) 

· Health Insurance

· Life Insurance

· Tax benefits (deductions) for donations made to individual Districts

· Conservation District policy research and drafting

· Research questions from the Districts

· Staff District Resolutions for development and follow-up

· Provide Rolling Rivers trailers to the Districts

· Develop new programs and services for Districts

· Cooperate with NRCS on native plant seed production; own 57% of the Bridger Plant Materials Center, making this possible

· Provide letters of support for grant applications

· Provide fiscal services to entities that provide services or work closely with Districts (MACDEO, BSPPA, MWCC, MHP)

     4.   Communications

· The Montana Conservationist (24 times per year)

· Minutes of the MACD Board meetings

· Minutes of the MACD Executive Committee meetings

· News From the Front during Legislative Sessions

· Announcements/press releases from state and federal agencies

· Grant sources and application deadlines

· Send press releases statewide ref Districts events/activities

· Monitor comment periods from state and federal agencies

· Point of contact and information clearinghouse from government agencies

      5.   Lobbying

· State Legislature (funding support, bill opposition/support)

· Congress (funding support, policy development, bill opposition/support, legislation)

· Represent Districts at the Water Policy Interim Committee

· Lobby Congressional Delegates

· Work with NACD to lobby Congress and influence policy

· Meet with senior officials from various federal agencies to influence policies

      6.   Team Building

· Open Board Meetings

· Area Meetings

· Spring Board Meeting

· Annual Convention

      7.   Representation

· Represent Districts on the following Boards, Groups and Committees: STAG, Yellowstone River Council, Undaunted Stewardship, Montana Water Center Advisory Committee, State Technical Committee, Missouri River Conservation District Council, Montana Watershed Coordination Council Steering Committee, GLCI, Future Fisheries Panel, Nutrient Working Group, AFO/CAFO, RC&D, BSPPA

      8.   Build Bridges

· Your Association seeks to build bridges with other conservation, agricultural, and natural resource related entities. In today’s economy, taxpayers want to see cooperation and progress from all levels of government. We act as a catalyst to find cooperators to get conservation on the ground. 

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

RESOLUTIONS APPROVED AT THE 2010 MACD CONVENTION

JUNE 2011 UPDATE FOR THE MACD SPRING BOARD MEETING

GENERAL ACTIVITIES COMPLETED INCLUDE:

1. All resolutions were sent to all three Congressional Delegates.

2. All resolutions were sent to the heads of all natural resource management agencies for the state of Montana.

3. All resolutions were hand delivered to the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission.

4. Resolutions were sent to the National Association of Conservation Districts for their consideration. Two were adopted.

5. Legislation was proposed or supported for bills that mirrored a number of resolutions. 

6. When testifying, MACD distributed the pertinent resolution at committee hearings.

7. Resolutions were published in The Montana Conservationist.   

Resolution 10-01  

Protection of Private Property Rights

WHEREAS, the private farm and grazing lands of the state of Montana are among the basic and most valuable assets of the state;

WHEREAS, farmers and ranchers have decades of experience in managing and improving the natural resources, range production, weed control and farming practices on these private lands;

WHEREAS, resource practices conducted on public lands such as fire management, weed control, range management, and wildlife management have far reaching effects on adjacent private land;

WHEREAS, predator control policy on public lands have far reaching effects on adjacent private land; 

WHEREAS, land management approaches used on public lands may directly impact adjacent private lands;

WHEREAS, wildlife managed on public lands consistently travel outside the public land onto private land; creating environmental and economic impacts such as the spread of disease and noxious weed; 

WHEREAS, the availability of livestock grazing on public lands greatly influences private land use, conservation practices, and local economics surrounding public lands; and 

WHEREAS, weed infestations originating on public lands spread and have negative impacts on surrounding private land; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts (MACD) formally requests that federal, state and local agencies that control and manage public lands do so in a manner that protects the resource base and property rights of adjacent private lands utilizing the experience and knowledge of local land owners, conservation districts, and other local agency range management specialists.  

Submitted by:  Garfield County CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area I

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation: District Operations/Do Pass   

General Session Action:  PASSED

MACD supported HJ4, A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA OPPOSING THE DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS IN MONTANA WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE MONTANA LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR. HJ4 passed with support from both parties. MACD also supported SJ6, A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO EXPEDITE THE FEDERAL LAND USE DECISION PROCESSES IN MONTANA, TO RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONAL MULTIPLE RESOURCE USES ON FEDERAL LANDS, NOT TO IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON ADDITIONAL FEDERAL LAND OR MINERALS THAT WOULD PRECLUDE DEVELOPMENT, AND TO SUPPORT FEDERAL LEGISLATION PLACING CHECKS AND BALANCES ON THE PRESIDENT'S POWERS TO DECLARE NATIONAL MONUMENTS. SJ6 passed with support from both parties. 
Resolution 10-03

BNSF Cooperation 
WHEREAS, BNSF Railway is a major player in the State of Montana, affecting not only the financial status of Montana citizens, but also affecting the natural resources of the state; and,

WHEREAS, Montana conservation district(s) priorities do not always coincide with the priorities of BNSF Railway, specifically:


1) control of noxious weeds,


2) respect for the Montana 310 law, and


3) maintenance of right-of-way boundaries; and,

WHEREAS, BNSF Railway media advertising currently depicts BNSF as a green and energy-saving transportation option within the state, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Montana Association of Conservation Districts (MACD) open and maintain dialogue with BNSF Railway to insure BNSF Railway is aware of the concerns and responsibilities of Montana conservation districts, and is also made aware of the corresponding responsibilities of BNSF Railway as a member of the Montana community.

Submitted by:  Big Horn CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area IV

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation:  Soil Resource & Land Use/Do Pass    

General Session Action:  PASSED

MACD contacted BNSF through their lobbyist at the Session. A senior BNSF official in Dallas was invited to meet with us when he next travels to Helena. No confirmation has been received. 

Resolution 10-04

Cans & Bottles Deposit Law 
WHEREAS, Montana has experienced significant problems relative to the improper disposal of used beverage cans, plastic and glass bottles for many years; and

WHEREAS, many of the containers are deposited along Montana roadways and rivers causing unsightly and potentially dangerous conditions; and

WHEREAS, many other states have successful beverage deposit programs that could be used as a model for Montana.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts work with the Legislature to encourage the adoption of a beverage deposit law to ensure the beauty of our unique pristine environment.

Submitted by:  Yellowstone CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area IV

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation:   Soil Resource & Land Use/Do Pass      

General Session Action:  PASSED

UPDATE: Because of the timing of this resolution and the complexity of this idea, no action was advanced on this resolution since it was approved. 

Resolution 10-05

Water Reservations & Change of Use  

WHEREAS, the intent of the Montana Legislature, through the Montana Water Use Act, Title 85, chapter 2, parts 1 through 4, is to provide for the wise utilization, development, and conservation of the waters of the State of Montana for the maximum benefit of its people with the least possible degradation of the natural aquatic ecosystem; and,

WHEREAS, the Act specifically provides at Section 85-2-316, Montana Code Annotated, for the establishment of reservations of water by state and federal governmental entities, including conservation districts ; and,

WHEREAS, conservation districts have, through the completion of a general plan for the development of each conservation district’s reserved water, and through yearly and/or 10-year comprehensive reports, provided proof of reasonable diligence; and,

WHEREAS the 1978 “Order of Board of Natural Resources and Conservation Establishing Water Reservations in the Yellowstone River” documents the purpose of each conservation district water reservation, the need for each conservation district water reservation, the amount of water necessary for the purpose(s) of each conservation district reservation, and that the conservation district reservation(s) are in the public interest.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Montana Association of Conservation Districts encourage the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation to assist conservation districts in their efforts to promote beneficial use of Montana’s waters by supporting legislation allowing use of conservation district reserved water under approved development plans by exempting proposed projects from the change in appropriation process under Title 85, chapter 2, part 4, Mont. Code Ann., where:

1) The source is identified on the original reserved water application;

2) The original public notice reflects correct information of proposed use;

3) All or any portion of the proposed place of use is located in any township, range, of the originally designated project boundary as defined in the original plan. ;

4) The proposed use does not exceed 10.0 cubic feet per second or 1,000 acre feet per year; and

5) The purpose is for agricultural irrigation.

Submitted by:  Big Horn CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area IV

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation:  Water Resources/Do Pass   

General Session Action:  Passed

A major meeting was held at DNRC to discuss moving this resolution forward. After much give and take concerning a draft bill and possible unintended consequences, DNRC agreed to address several issues that initiated this resolution. In addition, DNRC pulled together a major seminar attended by 70-80 people from Districts with water reservations. As a result of that seminar, a 20+ page report has been issued to try and answer questions heard at the seminar. The report is available from Alice Stanley at DNRC.  
Resolution 10-06

Resolution to Revise Law Regarding the Appointment of Urban Supervisors

WHEREAS, incorporated city limits, originally omitted from some conservation districts, have expanded into conservation district boundaries; and

WHEREAS, when a city expands its limits into the conservation district, the conservation district boundaries do not change and by operation of law that portion of the expanded city limits remains within the conservation district boundaries; and  

WHEREAS, the city limit area included within the conservation district boundary is often small; and

WHEREAS, §76-15-311, Mont. Code Ann., allows for appointing two “urban” supervisors, and requires that the appointed supervisors live within the city limits and the boundaries of the district; and

WHEREAS, it is important to Montana that urban interests and municipalities are represented in conservation districts but it is often difficult to find a candidate meeting the requirements of §76-15-311, Mont. Code Ann.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts pursue legislation allowing, the supervisors to adopt a resolution changing the structure of the board to include five elected supervisors and two supervisors appointed by incorporated municipalities within conservation district boundaries to represent urban interests, when only part of an incorporated city is within the conservation district boundaries. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, it further resolved, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts pursue legislation allowing the municipalities to appoint urban supervisors that live within the district boundaries but not necessarily within the city limits.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts pursue legislation that the two urban supervisors appointed will represent all the municipalities within the Districts.

Submitted by:  Cascade County CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area III

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation: District Operations/Do Pass  

General Session Action:  PASSED

This resolution was drafted as a bill, passed by both houses, and signed into law in April 2011 by the Governor. MACD and DNRC and the Districts worked as a team to make this so.
Resolution 10-07

Wolves & Endangered Species Act 
WHEREAS, livestock production is a vital economic component of Montana’s economy,

WHEREAS, recreational hunting and outfitting are vital components of Montana’s economy,

WHEREAS, in MCA 76-15-102, it states: “Declaration of Policy.  It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature to provide for the conservation of soil and soil resources of this state, for the control and prevention of soil erosion, for the prevention of floodwater and sediment damages, and for furthering the conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of water and thereby  to preserve natural resources, protect the tax base, protect public lands, and protect and promote the health, safety and general welfare of the people of this state.”,

WHEREAS, wolf populations are steadily increasing and big game animal populations, particularly moose and elk, are decreasing and the number of predations on livestock are rapidly increasing,


WHEREAS, wolves have been re-listed on the Endangered Species List, thereby reducing wolf management options,

WHEREAS, responsible agencies—both Federal and State—have been slow to respond to eliminate problem wolves;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts (MACD);

1) Support federal legislation to amend the endangered species act in such a manner to allow delisting of wolves.

2) Support additional funding for Animal Damage control and fair compensation for losses.

3) Support and encourage Fish, Wildlife and Parks to act more swiftly and with greater force to eliminate problem wolf packs.

Submitted by:  Ruby Valley CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area VI

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation:     Soil Resource & Land Use/Do Pass    

General Session Action:  PASSED

MACD supported actions that moved #1 above to a reality. This included supporting a resolution that passed at the Session (HJ1, a resolution urging federal legislation removing the wolf from Endangered Species list), meeting with legislators and Congressman Rehberg, and supporting Senator Tester’s legislation to delist the wolf. Note that HJ 1 passed with overwhelming support from both parties.   

Resolution 10-08 

Wake Zones on Rivers
WHEREAS, watercraft use on our rivers have increased and;

WHEREAS, the wave action from watercraft wakes continue to cause erosion to our river banks;

WHEREAS, river front landowners are experiencing financial hardship;

AND WHEREAS, there are no regulations to control or impose “no wake” zones on rivers;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, to have MACD coordinate with other regulatory agencies and the Legislature to pass legislation authorizing wake zone regulations for Montana Rivers.

Submitted by:  Flathead CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area V

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation: Education/Do Pass  

General Session Action:  PASSED

MACD met with the Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission regarding this resolution. The mechanics of the idea behind this resolution already exist in statute and regulation. Any District interested in such should visit with their regional FWP office for guidance on how to proceed.  

Resolution 10-09
Aquatic Invasive Species

WHEREAS, the waterways in the United States are quickly becoming populated with a variety of non native aquatic species;

WHEREAS, the cost of operating agriculture irrigation systems, electrical power generators, municipality drinking water systems and other surface water dependent usage is irreparably and significantly impacted when an aquatic invasive species is introduced;

WHEREAS, an aquatic invasive species introduction into a waterway often threatens the existence of native aquatic species, thus having the potential of invoking an onerous and costly threatened or endangered species designation;

WHEREAS, the primary and most common method of spreading aquatic invasive species is through transportation of recreational and commercial watercraft.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that MACD petition the Montana Legislature to promulgate, pass and fund legislation that requires mandatory watercraft inspections for all watercraft that are traveling into Montana and all watercraft within Montana that are traveling from waterway to waterway.  

Submitted by:  Lake County CD   

Area Meeting Action:  Passed Area V

MACD Committee Assignment/Recommendation:  Education/Do Pass 

General Session Action: PASSED AS AMMENDED

MACD supported bills that addressed the need to control aquatic invasive species. State agencies are meeting to discuss putting resources appropriated by the Legislature on the ground. A small ad hoc group of parties interested in AIS has met and are hoping to provide input to the state agencies. MACD is part of that group. Watercraft inspection is part of the agenda.  
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