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Ruby Valley is Spotlight for r'”
Governor's 2008 Range Tour

On September 4 and 5, 2008, Montana’s
Ruby Valley will showcase the excellence and
innovation in rangeland management come to be
expected on the Governor's Range Tour.

"This year's tour will showcase landowners in
and around the Ruby Valley doing outstanding
work in resource conservation," said Heidi Ol-
bert, Rangeland Resources Coordinator for the
Montana Department of Natural Resources &
Conservation (DNRC). "They're restoring habitat
for fish and wildlife, managing weeds with bison
and rebuilding riparian areas."

The first day of the tour will find participants
visiting the Ruby Dam for an overview of a res-
toration and rehabilitation project slated for the
near future. A discussion of bison grazing management and riparian restoration is next
on tap at the Snowcrest Ranch. The Montana Outfitters & Guides Association is spon-
soring lunch the first day, at Upper Canyon Outfitters. After lunch the tour moves to
the junction of Lazyman Creek and the Ruby River for a look at a comprehensive habitat
restoration project for Arctic Grayling. The day concludes with the Kelly Springs Pro-
ject, a 43-mile-long stockwater pipeline with multiple landowners and funding sources.
Governor Brian Schweitzer is invited to be the keynote speaker at a Banquet at Ban-
dito's in historic Virginia City concluding the first day of the tour.

A discussion about a feedlot restoration project on the Sauerbier Ranch opens the
second day of the tour, followed by a stop at the Silver Springs Project, the site of a
successful NRCS Wetlands Reserve Program. The NRCS will then showcase ongoing
grazing trials on the Woodson Ranch prior to a lunch provided by the Ruby Habitat
Foundation. The second day of the tour concludes with a visit to the Woodson Ranch
and the Ruby Habitat Foundation.
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CONSERVATION AROUND THE NATION

Illinois Sports Facilities Authority
(ISFA) Unveils Country’s Largest
Permeable Parking Lot: The ISFA,
developer, owner and operator of U.S. Cel-
lular Field in Chicago unveiled it’s new six-
acre parking lot, the first environmentally
friendly permeable paving parking lot used
by a Major League sports facility. The per-
meable paving system allows water to infil-
trate and collect below the paving surface,
reducing or eliminating the amount of wa-
ter entering the city’s stormwater system.
This will aid in reducing localized flooding.
Water detained by the permeable layer is
eventually absorbed into the subgrade be-
low the surface and released naturally back
into the environment having filtered out
most contaminants.

Watershed Management Grant Op-
portunities for Districts: CD’s in-
volved in watershed management endeav-
ors across the U.S. may apply for funding
through three options available through the
William C. Kenney Watershed Protection
Foundation. The Small Policy Grants are
awarded annually to encourage policy re-
search and analysis of issues that affect
water in western regions. Larger Discre-
tionary Grants are available to fund pro-
jects seeking to change western water pol-
icy, defend environmental laws or focus on
preserving a watershed in need. Leader-
ship Grants are awarded by an advisory
committee. The Foundation accepts appli-
cations for the Policy Grants on a continual
basis; applications must be received by
September 30, 2008, however, to be con-
sidered for the current fiscal year. More
information is available at
http://www.kenneyfdn.org/index.html.

Oregon’s Lacomb Irrigation District
is Screening Fish: Lacomb Irrigation
District in Oregon celebrated the installa-
tion of an innovative new fish screen, the
first of its kind west of the Cascades. The
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horizontal fish screen on Crabtree Creek
near Lacomb is one of just eight in Oregon
and Montana. Its benefits to the pocket-
book and to fish have caught the eyes of
farmers and fishers at another 20 potential
sites in Washington and California.

The new screen spits out irrigation water
without a hitch, without harming fish and it
delivers a continu- e

ous stream of
trouble-free water
to a hydroelectric |
plant downstream
that supplies
enough power for
1,000 houses on
the Pacific Power
grid.

An added bonus
for the Lacomb
Irrigation District
is that the screen has no moving parts to
break or maintain. Because it is horizontal
and the current sweeps it clean, there’s no
place for leaves and debris to clog it. Gen-
erally, it is self-cleaning. The screen cost
$712,000, funded by several agencies, in-
cluding Oregon’s Department of Fish and
Wildlife, NRCS, Fish American Foundation,
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife.

Can California’s Condor Survive With-
out Human Intervention?: According a
scientific study, the California condor is
rapidly turning into no more than a zoo
animal in the wild because of lead contami-
nation across its vast western ranges in
California, Arizona , Utah, and New Mexico.
Rescued from extinction in an elaborate
and expensive recovery effort, California’s
condor must now be frequently trapped,
tested and treated for lead poisoning, and
are dependant upon man-made "feeding
stations," that include a buffet of lead-free

(Continued on page 8)
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mon issues facing mining
communities during the
Boom or Bust cycle. Follow
the links below to find out
more about this event.

Home

Summit Overview
Schedule & Topics
Registration

Our Sponsors
About Butte & Anaconda

Travel to Butte & Anaconda
Contact Us

Montana Rancher Estab-
lishes Conservation Fund
to Protect Madison Val-
ley: Roger Lang, owner of
Sun Ranch, has made a pri-
vate donation of $3.9 mil-
lion to protect the water,
wildlife and working land of
the Madison Valley. The
Trust for Public Lands will
use the gift to establish the
Sun Ranch Fund. This fund
will help the Trust acquire
lands and interests in land
that contribute to protecting
the open space and agricul-
tural heritage of Montana's
Madison Valley.

Lang, a passionate conser-
vationist, founded the Sun
Ranch Group; a group that
has created a market-driven
model for securing large
tracts of important lands,
including crucial wildlife
habitat and migration
routes. The model includes
putting the majority of the
land into conservation. The
Sun Ranch Group is a fully
sustainable "conservation
enterprise" built around en-
vironmentally credible prac-
tices in real estate, agricul-
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ture, construction and rec-
reation. Sun Ranch Group
includes The Lodge at Sun
Ranch eco-lodge; Sun
Ranch Agriculture holistic
ranch operations; Sun
Ranch Settlements, low im-
pact residential conservation
real estate communities;
Sun Ranch Construction a
green-build company; and
the nonprofit Sun Ranch In-
stitute. For additional infor-
mation, visit
http://www.sunranch.com
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purchase is the result of ef-
forts on the part of the
Trust and Montana’s Fish
Wildlife and Parks to make a
conservaton area along the
north shore from Somers to
Big Fork.

The purchase ensure addi-
tional public access and will
eventually result in a trail
from Somers to Bigfork.

Bringing a Little Green to
Montana: Lewis & Clark
Caverns provided the back-

or call 406.551.1050.

Flathead Land Trust
sings purchase agree-
ment: A 160 acre parcel of
land on the north shore of
Flathead Lake will become a
joint state park and wildlife
management area. This

In This Issue

drop when the National En-
vironmental Education
Foundation gave the Mon-
tana Conservation Corps a
check for $1,000. Some of
that money will be used to
buy trees, which will be
planted at the caverns on
September 27, 2008, mark-
ing National Public Lands
Day and the 75th anniver-
sary of the Community Con-
servation Corps. Itis par-
ticularly appropriate for this
event to take place at the
caverns since the park was
one of the CCC’s great pro-
jects in the 1930s. Origi-
nally on federal land, the
federal government turned
Lewis and Clark Caverns
over to the state in 1941,
making it Montana'’s first
state park.

MCC and the Montana De-
partment of Fish, Wildlife
and Parks have organized a
day of activities at the cav-
erns on September 27, in-
cluding tree planting and
trail work, followed by lunch
and a slide presentation and

(Continued on page 7)
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tative buffers of at least 100
feet. For fisheries protec-
tion, at least 100 feet - and
many times 300 feet - is
recommended. To protect
wildlife and habitat, vege-
tated buffers at least 300
feet. The reports may be
seen at
http://mtaudubon.org/issue
s/wetlands/planning.html

2008 EcoStar Applica-
tions and Nominations
Now Accepted: Montana
small businesses, organiza-

standing environmental and
resource conservation ef-
forts through the Montana
State University Extension
Pollution Prevention award
program called EcoStar.
EcoStar recognizes busi-
nesses and organizations
moving toward sustainabil-
ity by surpassing state and
federal requirements to re-
duce solid and hazardous
waste generation, conserv-
ing resources and serving as
role models for the state
with their pollution preven-
tion efforts. Governor Brian
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EcoStar pollution prevention
award winners on November
17, 2008.

People and businesses who
want to be considered for
the 2008 EcoStar award
program should complete an
application before October
1, 2008. Details about the
program and an application
form are available on the
MSU Web at:
http://www.mtp2.org/ecost
ar.html. Questions concern-
ing this program may be
directed to Jenny Grossen-
bacher at 406-994-4292 or

tions and individuals can
apply or nominate others to
be recognized for out-

Schweitzer will host an
awards ceremony at the
Capitol in Helena for

e-mail jenni-
ferg@montana.edu.

"A true conservationist is a man who knows that the world is not
given by his fathers but borrowed from his children." - Audubon

(Continued from page 5)

carcasses of rats, deer, stillborn calves and
other animals. This practice has damaged
the condor’s ability to forage.

The report found that human aid has led to
"inappropriate behavior" of the condors
that have become attracted to people and
man-made structures; perching on utility
poles, risking electrocution and, in South-
ern California, soaring with hang gliders
and mingling with humans to pick through
food wrappers.

Last year, $5 million was spent on condor
recovery efforts, including $1.2 million from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The San
Diego Wild Animal Park and the Arizona-
based Peregrine Fund spent more than $1
million each, and the Los Angeles Zoo,
which operates on damaged birds, spent
more than $500,000, according to the re-
port. Government and private wildlife
groups "cannot be expected to expend
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funds indefi-
nitely to main-
tain condors in
nature," the
study said.
"Progress to-
ward recovery
is not sustain-
able under cur-
rent conditions
because rein-
troduction of
more condors simply increases the costs
required to keep wild birds alive."

The solution appears to be enforcing the
ban on use of lead ammunition while reduc-
ing the frequency of feed stations forcing
condor to forage for their own food. The
report found that despite efforts in Arizona,
condors are still being poisoned by lead.
Given the condors' low reproductive rate it
would require a 100% compliance rate to
maintain the species.
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Noble, the Center’s Director (406-994-
6832 or elizabeth.gallinoble@montana.edu

USDA Seeking Input on Farm Bill
Implementation: The USDA is seeking
feedback from state and conservation dis-
trict contacts regarding local feedback on
the Farm Bill implementation process. CD
participation is critical and will provide
feedback to USDA on how program regula-
tions can work best at the local level.

Documents are available on NACD's web-
site for use in composing your own com-
ments to USDA. Currently available are:

¢ Comments regarding proposed EQIP
regulations:
http://www.nacdnet.org/policy/input/c
omments/eqip 08-08-08.pdf

* Resource documents for Local Working
Groups:

e http://www.nacdnet.org/policy/input/c
omments/lwg g&a.pdf

e http://www.nacdnet.org/policy/input/c
omments/lwg brief.pdf

As you create your comments, remember
to provide feedback on how programs can
best be implemented in your local area.
This feedback will be valuable as regula-
tions are crafted.

Questions about this process may be di-
rected to Jeremy Peters (jeremy-
peters@nacdnet.org) or Keira Franz (keira-
franz@nacdnet.org).

EPA Finalizes Its Watershed Plan-
ning Handbook: EPA's Office of Wet-
lands, Oceans and Watersheds has re-
leased the final version of the Handbook
for Development Watershed Plans to Re-
store and Protect Our Waters
(www.epa.gov/nps/watershed handbook).
The handbook is designed to help state,
local, federal and tribal agencies develop
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and implement watershed plans to meet
water quality standards and protect water
resources. For more information visit
EPA’s website.

USDA Approved CRP Emergency
Haying and Grazing in Several
Montana Counties: USDA has ap-
proved emergency haying or grazing, or
both, on CRP acres in the following Mon-
tana Counties:

« Emergency haying and grazing for
producers in Dawson, Fallon, McCone,
Richland, Roosevelt, Sheridan and
Wibaux counties

+ Emergency grazing for producers in
Blaine and Glacier Counties

« Emergency grazing Phillips County;
emergency Grazing north of Highway
2.

USDA based its approval on the county’s
precipitation and forage loss for the previ-
ous 4 months, or the U.S Drought Monitor
D3 designation.

For further information on CRP, logon to
the Montana FSA website at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt or visit your
local USDA Service Center.

Web Info From our Partners on
MACD’s Website: Are you confused
about all those acronyms; LAWCON, CARA,
RHCDS, SNOTEL. Don't let this stump
you—MACD has placed a list of common
acronyms on its website to help navigate
the conservation world. Click on the link
below when you need some help.
http://www.macdnet.org/Acronyms.pdf

Another informational item on MACD’s
website is NACD’s “Inventory of Conserva-
tion Districts” Urban and Community Con-
servation Activities”.
http://www.macdnet.org/NACD%20Invent
0ry%200f%20CD%20Urban.Community%?2
0Cons.%?20Actvities.doc

(Continued on page 10)
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DNRC Hosting Workshop Offering Edu-
cation and Training for the Restoration
Economy

Join DNRC on Thursday, Oct. 2, 2008 8:30
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for a 1-day workshop en-
titled “Filling a Void: Growing Montana’s
Restoration Workforce”. The training will
be held in the Copper Lounge in Montana
Tech’s Student Union Building in Butte.
The cost is free, but registration is required
after September 1, 2008. Call 406-444-
2079 to reserve your spot.

Abandoned mines, degraded roadways and
unhealthy forests pose a growing threat to
the lands and waters Montanans cherish.
Restoring damaged landscapes creates new
opportunities for businesses, healthy ani-
mal and plant communities and a safer en-
vironment. Restoration work also means
employment — good jobs in a variety of
fields — for Montanans with the right train-
ing and education.

This workshop is designed to identify the
training and educational opportunities Mon-
tana students, workers and professionals
need to succeed in the restoration econ-
omy. Panelists will discuss current and fu-
ture restoration project needs, and exam-
ine how training programs, school curricula
and courses can prepare workers to com-
pete for restoration jobs.

Two Funding Opportunities Available
through EPA: EPA has two funding op-
portunities available of interest to conser-
vation districts. The first is the FY 2008 Na-
tional Wetland Program Developmental
Grants (WPDG). Potential projects must
support and build state, tribal and local
government wetland programs and support
at least one of the following national prior-
ity areas of the WPDG Program:

* Regulation
* monitoring and assessment
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* restoration.

The closing date for applications is Sep-
tember 8, 2008. To read EPA’s full an-
nouncement, go to
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/pdf/H
Qrfp08.pdf.

The second funding opportunity is for the
use in planning, arranging, administering
and/or conducting workshops, meetings or
conferences, primarily focused on scientific
and technical research that address the
following research program areas:

* human health

* ecosystems, water and security
* economics and sustainability

* air and global climate change

* technology.

Applications must be submitted by Decem-
ber 9, 2008. For more information, visit
http://es.epa.gov/ncer/rfa/2008/2008 baa
.html.

FWP Announces Application Dead-
lines for 2008 Hunting Season:
Upcoming application deadlines:

e Black bear—fall: *August 29*See the

black bear regulations for more details
about the black bear license deadline.

¢ Mountain lion—fall: **August 29**See
the mountain lion regulations for more
details about the mountain lion license
deadline.

* Bison—fall: September 4
* All application deadlines
Upcoming sign-ups:

e Request a copy of the Upland Game
Bird Enhancement Program Access

Guide.
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Calendar
September 2008

August 27 ~ Rangeland
Diversity Workshop,
Wrangler Bar, Grass
Range

September 4 & 5 ~ 2008
Governor’s Range Tour,
contact Heidi Olbert,
406-444-6619

September 7 thru 11 ~ 3™
Annual National Summit
of Mining Communities,
Butte & Anaconda

September 8 ~ MACD
Board Conference Call

September 14 thru 16 ~
MWCC Fall Watershed
Coordinator’s Training,
Fort Peck Hotel, Fort
Peck Reservoir

September 15 thru 18 ~
16th Annual NAWMA
Conference, Billings

September 17 thru 19 ~
Big Sky Public Procure-
ment Association Sym-
posium & Marketing Ex-
change, Billings

September 17 ~ MWCC
Drought Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting

September 18 ~ NRCS
Statewide Conference

Call, 8:00 am to 10:00
am

September 23 ~ Area II
Meeting - Hosted by
Wibaux CD

September 24 ~ Area I
Meeting - Hosted by
McCone CD

September 25 ~ Area III
Meeting - Hosted by
Phillips CD

September 25 ~ Managing
and Restoring Human-
Manipulated Large River
Ecosystems

September 30 ~ Area V

Meeting - Hosted by
Bitterroot CD
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~Who’s Who in 1982

(o dbir
Lmarrr—
This picture was taken in 1982 and includes Montana’s new-

est Senator, Jon Tester, who it’s rumored, served as a super-
visor at the Big Sandy CD in the early 1980’s.

So why include the picture in MACD’s The Montana Conserva-
tionist — because MACD is having a contest to win $50 off the
registration fee to this year’s annual convention November
19—20 in Missoula.

The rules of the contest are to identify as many of the indi-
viduals in the picture as possible. The person identifying the
most individuals wins the prize. This contest is not open to
MACD’s partners. Visit MACD’s website for a better view of
the picture.

501 North Sanders, Suite #2
Helena, MT 59601

Montana Association of

Conservation Districts Phone: 406-443-5711

Fax: 406-443-0174

MONTANA : LoCAL COMMON SeNSe CONSERVATION

mail@macdnet.org
http://www.macdnet.org/

Please send your thoughts as to how to improve The Montana Conservationist to
tiberi@macdnet.org

Unless specifically requested, The Montana Conservationist is not sent to CD
Supervisors. MACD relies on District Administrators to forward The Montana
Conservationist to the Board Chair, Supervisors, Associate Supervisors and CD
Staff. Thank you.
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