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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Boone and Crockett Club Presents
Hunter Education for Women:

Fish, Wildlife & Parks and the Boone and
Crockett Club will present a women's
hunter education course September 6 at
the Boone & Crockett Ranch west of Du-

puyer.

The course runs from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. and will be organized and taught by
Montana Hunter Education instructors.

Participants will learn about wildlife conser-
vation and hunting ethics, hunting laws,
firearms, how to prepare for a hunt, target
shoot both shotguns and rifles, and identify
Montana wildlife.

The Boone and Crockett Club's Theodore
Roosevelt Ranch is 11 miles west of Du-
puyer. There is no charge for the class, the
lunch or the fun. But, participants who
choose to stay at the Conservation Educa-
tion Center the Friday night before can pay
$58 for lodging and a continental break-
fast.

Montana’s Women Step Forward

for Agriculture: Join women across
the state who are interested in the promo-
tion and development of agriculture and
communities at the Women Stepping For-
ward for Agriculture Symposium Septem-
ber 30 and October 1, 2008 at the Clock
Tower Inn in

Billings. The

purpose of the

symposium is

to provide an

avenue for

women in-

volved in the

promotion of

Montana’s ag-

riculture to learn of issues affecting Mon-
tana’s rural agricultural communities, pro-
mote leadership development and further
support women’s leadership roles within
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those communities. Pre-registration is now
open through September 15, 2008 and
may be sent to:

Heidi Brewer
USDA Farm Service Agency
PO Box 670
Bozeman, MT 59771
406/587-6905

heidi.brewer@mt.usda.gov

Hotel reservations must be made by Sep-
tember 15, 2008 to receive the special
room rate, call 406-259-5511.,

2008 BSPPA Symposium & Mar-
keting Exchange: This year’s sympo-
sium and marketing exchange is Septem-
ber 17 - 18 at the Grant Montana Holiday
Inn in Billings and includes sessions ad-
dressing the following topics:

+ Fraud ~ how to recognize it and what
to do if it occurs

+ Audits ~ how to survive one and
achieve a “"No-Finding Report”

How to Procure “Green” ~ what does it
mean and how does it help

+ The Dos and Don’ts for Independent
Contractors

Also on tap is a visit to Dave Anderson’s
Famous Dave’s restaurant—serving the
finest slow-smoked barbeque ever tasted!
This year’s banquet is a Happy Pappy’s
Western Adventure - a wild ride that be-
gins with a wagon ride across Montana’s
prairies to Happy Pappy’s Chuck Wagon
Camp for a Cowboy cooked meal of steak,

(Continued on page 6)
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NEwS FROM OUR PARTNERS

NACD Seeks Conservation Educa-

tion Outreach Stories: Does your
conservation district hold conservation
education outreach events? Would you
like to share those successful events with
others? This October, NACD will participate
in the North American Association for Envi-
ronmental Education (NAAEE) Conference
(October 15 - 18 in Wichita, Kansas). to
let people know about what conservation
districts are doing to promote conservation
education in their communities The
NAAEE Conservation Education Commis-
sion, will host a day-long workshop at the
conference with NACD giving a session
featuring case studies of conservation dis-
tricts’ successful conservation education
outreach events. For more information on
the NAAEE conference, go to
http://www.naaee.org/.

If your district has an event that show-
cases natural resources and conservation
education, please fill out the case study
guestionnaire and email any related pho-
tos and program agendas to steward-
ship@nacdnet.org. Please submit ques-
tionnaire and photos by September 15,
2008. There will be a special gathering
time during the NAAEE Conference for
those representing conservation districts
on Thursday, October 16 at 7:00 p.m. at
the NACD exhibit booth. Contact NACD
Stewardship and Education Coordinator
Susan Schultz at steward-
ship@nacdnet.org with any questions.

Farmer-Rancher Pollinator Con-
servation Award Deadline Ap-
proaches: The deadline to submit
nominations for the 2008 NACD/NAPPC
Farmer-Rancher Pollinator Conservation
Award is Friday, September 19, 2008. The
Farmer-Rancher Pollinator Conservation
Award recognizes an individual or family in
the U.S. farm and ranch community who
has contributed significantly to pollinator
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species protection and conservation on
working and wild lands.

Please take time today to nominate a de-
serving individual or family. The nomina-
tion form, full award description and list of
previous winners is available on the Polli-
nator Partnership website at
http://www.pollinator.org/awards.htm.

NWTF to Recognize Outstanding

Conservation Districts: The Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) is
again seeking to recognize a conservation
district or individual that has successfully
partnered with a local NWTF chapter or
staff to raise public awareness of conser-
vation and wildlife management issues,
improve wildlife habitat and increase hunt-
ing opportunities. NWTF will present the
second annual Outstanding Conservation
District Partner award at the 2009 NACD
Annual Meeting in New Orleans. Partners
are encouraged to send in nominations for
the award, and conservation districts can
self nominate. Nominations will be ac-
cepted for both conservation districts and
individuals. To submit a nomination,
please download and complete the nomi-
nation form at
http://www.nacdnet.org/news/awards/nwt
f award form.doc. Nomination forms must
be submitted before October 15, 2008.

Hunter safety includes fire

safety: The opening of Montana's big
game archery and upland bird seasons
also bring new
concerns for
firefighters.
"With the dry
conditions

Across most ar- [©
eas of the state,
hunter safety

includes wildfire | 0

(Continued on page 7)
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STATE & LoCAL NEwS

Watershed Bill Hearing Transcript

Available On MWCC Website:
Please see the home page of MWCC
http://mwcc.montana.edu/ if interested in
viewing the transcript from Tester’s Water-
shed Bill Hearing. Once on the front page
choose “Latest MWCC Minutes, Agendas
& Other Documents” or click on “About
MWCC - Meetings and Minutes."”

Oldest ponderosa pine tree in Ra-
valli County burns in Wednesday

wildfire: Usually the big news of Mon-
tana’s fire season is what fire or fires
burned the most acreage. Not so with Fire
Season 2008 - this year the big news is
about one huge, ancient tree - the Alta
Pine, likely the oldest ponderosa pine in
Ravalli County and believed to be the sec-
ond largest ponderosa pine in Montana.
This tree was discovered burning in the Bit-
terroot National Forest.

A seedling during the European Crusades
to the Holy Land and already a mature tree
when Columbus
discovered
America, the Alta
Pine was cultur-
ally significant to
Salish Indians,
whose ancestors
marked it 500
years ago while
establishing a
trail through the
area.

The 114-foot-tall
tree with a cir-
cumference of
more than 13 feet was burning from top to
bottom, with the fire establishing itself in
the hollow trunk, when firefighters discov-
ered it burning. By mid-morning, the top
half of the tree fell after burning through.
The massive tree was killed by lightning on
July 16, 1993, after surviving countless
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other strikes during its lifetime. It was
predicted the tree would stand for a cen-
tury after its death before falling. In 1976
the tree was bored and determined to be

800 years old at that time. (picture depicts a
ponderosa pine tree, not the Alta Pine)

Interim Committee Meetings Set:
The Energy and Telecommunications In-
terim Committee will meet Thursday, Sep-
tember 4 in Helena beginning at 9 a.m. in
Room 172 of the State Capitol. The com-
mittee will wrap up its interim assignments
and host a petroleum pricing and produc-
tion panel (Meeting Materials are available
on the web on ETIC’s Home Page). Ques-
tions and comments may be directed to
Sonja Nowakowski, at 406-444-3078 or via
email at snowakowski@mt.gov.

The Water Policy Interim Committee will
hold its final meeting of the interim on
September 11, and if necessary, Septem-
ber 12, 2008, in room 152 of the capitol.
An agenda and other meeting information
is available on the Committee meeting

page.

The Environmental Quality Council will hold
its final scheduled meeting of the interim
on September 8 and 9, 2008, in room 102
of the capitol. An agenda and other meet-
ing materials are available on the EQC
meeting page.

Also note that the EQC WPIC Joint Sub-
committee will hold a brief meeting on the
morning of September 8th to discuss fu-
ture water policy development options in
Montana.

Tours reveal workings of modern

Z00: The zoo keepers at ZooMontana are
constantly looking for ways to keep the
animals there amused and in a recent tour,
local media were treated to a behind-the-
scenes look at enrichment activities for the
animals. The three-hour tours are being

(Continued on page 8)
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CONSERVATION AROUND THE NATION

Energy Protest Continues in

Washington: When the Republican
Gang of 10 began their protest of the en-
ergy issue on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives the first of August, De-
mocrats were firmly standing against
them. At the core of the protest is the Re-
publican demand for votes on opening new
terrestrial and offshore land for oil and gas
exploration, with Democrats insisting that
such a vote would not happen. Democratic
resistance is gradually disappearing as
leaders in both chambers signaled a condi-
tional willingness to allow a vote on drill-
ing.

Proposals from both parties include allow-
ing more drilling on the Outer Continental
Shelf, with appropriate safeguards and
without taxpayer subsidies to “Big Qil.”
Predictably, there are differences between
the parties proposals, however with energy
conservation and the cost of gasoline at
the heart of many political races it is hoped
some good will come from this discussion.

Ireland’s New Building Controls

Ban Traditional Toilets: Today’s
modern toilet is about to be flushed out as
part of a new water conservation measure.
Ireland’s Environment Minister recently
signed a new building regulation that will
lead to a ban on traditional toilets. By No-
vember, the only model of toilet available
at plumbing supply and hardware stores
will have a dual-flush system. Official esti-
mates suggest that as much of a third of
the country's drinking water is used to
flush toilets, which the Government consid-
ers poor use of a valuable resource. Stan-
dard toilets in Irish homes and workplaces
flush between six and nine litres. Dual
flush toilets release four litres in water-
saving mode, and six litres for a full flush.
This move demonstrates how simple but
practical ways can be found to conserve
water.
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Oregon Rancher Trades Boots
With U.S. Fish And Wildlife Ser-

vice Senior Leader: Stacy Davies,
ranch manager of Roaring Springs Ranch in
Frenchglen, Oregon recently spent a week
in Washington, D.C., working with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (www.fws.gov)
as part of the "Walk a Mile in My Boots”
exchange program between USFWS and
the National Cattlemen’s Foundation
(www.NationalCattlemensFoundation.

org).

The “Walk a Mile in My Boots” initiative is a
work-exchange program between agricul-
tural producers and government employ-
ees. Exchanges
provide opportu-
nities for produc-
ers and NRCS
employees to
learn more about
each other’s life-
styles, issues and
operations.

Originally devel-
oped as a part-
nership between USFWS and the National
Cattlemen’s Foundation the partnership
has expanded in recent years to include
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service and the
National Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts. More than 50 exchanges have taken
place between ranchers and the various
federal agency employees. Each person
has walked away with a greater respect
and understanding of the challenges each
party faces in the decisions they make.

Initial participation will include at least 10
pilot exchanges in Arizona, California, Colo-
rado, New Mexico, and Utah. Producers
and NRCS employees interested in applying
for participation in the program or to in-
quire about expanding these exchanges

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 2) Education Opportuni-
ties (cont’d)

cowboy beans and Indian fry bread fol-
lowed by Happy Pappy’s troupe’s own
brand of western musical entertainment
and stories about the historical significance
of the land and local sites. Visit BSPPA’s
website at http://bsppa.net/ for all details
and how register to attend.

Open Invitation to 2008 “"Big Sky

or Big Sprawl” Conference: Mon-
tana Smart Growth Coalition extends an
invitation to attend the 2008 Big Sky or Big
Sprawl Conference September 19, 2008,
from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm at Carroll Col-
lege in Helena celebrating the Coalition’s
10th Anniversary. Keynote Speaker will be
Geoff Anderson, the CEO and President of
Smart Growth America, discussing the un-
tapped market for smart growth in Mon-
tana and the U.S. Also on hand will be na-
tional experts speaking and attending the
conference - including 8 exciting work-
shops. Registration information is avail-
able on the Coalition’s website at
www.mtsmartgrowth.org.

Sustainable Crop Management

Workshop Offered by MSU: MSU’s
Department of Land Resources and Envi-
ronmental Sciences is offering an online
continuing education workshop on sustain-
able crop management practices in the
Northern Great Plains. The on-line course
begins October 8, 2008 and runs through
December 12, 2008, and will focus on im-
portant factors of sustainability, nutrient
management, diverse cropping systems,
disease management strategies, insects,
and farm economics. The course requires
six to seven hours per week and includes
time spent connected to the course on-line
and off-line completing course require-
ment. College credits will not be given
however certified crop advisers will receive
25 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) upon
successful completion of the course.
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This course is limited to 25 students on a
first-come, first-served basis and is
$150/person. Learn More or Register
Online or, for more information contact
Christine Sommers-Austin, Research Asso-
ciate and Projects Manager, at (406) 994-
6034 or sommersaustin@montana.edu

Ag/Forestry Terrestrial Offset
Carbon Sequestration Workshop
In Bozeman, Montana: The National
Carbon Offset Coalition (NCOC) will be con-
ducting an Ag/Forestry Terrestrial Carbon
Offset workshop titled “Regional Opportuni-
ties Agriculture and Forestry Carbon Se-
questration. . .the Science, Policy and Mar-
ket” on October 20th, 2008 in conjunction
with the Montana State

MNational . - )

Carbon University’s Big Sky
Offset DOE Carbon Seques-
Coalition tration Partnership, in

Bozeman. The work-
shop’s objective is to
discuss with interested
conservation districts,
RC&D areas, tribal
governments, state
and federal agencies,
legislators, and other
conservation-based
non-profit corpora-
tions, the key design
and market issues for
agricultural-and for-
estry-based carbon emission reduction
credits. Landowners are encouraged to
attend since this issue may affect your
practice efforts.

The workshop will be held in the Student
Union Building located at Bozeman Mon-
tana State University. Pre-registration
commences at 7:30 a.m., October 20,
2008. Workshop presenters will present on
the science, policies, and market issues for
carbon offsets. The registration fee is $35
prior to October 1 and $45 following Octo-
ber 1. Student fee is $25, must have cur-

Applying Markel-Brsed
Conservation Throwgh
Carbon Seqguestrxtion

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued frompage 3) News From Our Part-
ners (cont’d)

safety," said Pat Cross, Fire Prevention
Specialist with the Montana DNRC in Mis-
soula. Those safety reminders include:

* Knowing about any fire restrictions in
the county you are hunting in, along
with any state or local restrictions that
may be in effect regarding campfires,
vehicle use, and smoking.

* Making sure all campfires and ciga-
rettes are dead out

* Exercising caution when driving and
parking your hunting rig or other vehi-
cles. Under the right conditions, a
catalytic converter that makes contact
with dried grass can spark a fire. So
can a dragging muffler or a piece of
metal trim.

Until the state receives a significant rain or
snow event, Cross said, fire season will go
hand-in-hand with hunting season. Hunt-
ers can find information on the latest fire
restrictions by reviewing the Current Fire
Restrictions information on DNRC's web-
site.

Study Finds that Protecting
Homes Drives up Wildfire Costs:
A recent study conducted by Bozeman-
based Headwaters Economics and pre-
sented to the Legislature's Fire Suppres-
sion Interim Committee, advised that pro-
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tecting houses from forest fires in Montana
is costing the state millions and will con-
tinue to increase costs of firefighting ef-
forts as more residents settle on large rural
lots. Headwaters, a not-for-profit research
group that studies land-use issues, com-
pleted the study for the committee. The
report says that Montana’s growing econ-
omy and "Big Sky" appeal have contributed
to rapid population growth in rural areas in
the past few decades, particularly in west-
ern Montana. An interesting point is that
the most accurate prediction of daily sup-
pression costs was not necessarily the
number of homes in the path of a fire, but
rather the size of residential lots within one
mile of the wildfires.

Each additional acre of residential property
within one mile of a wildfire is associated
with a $664 increase in wildfire costs.

Each additional home within one mile of a
wildfire drove up suppression costs another
$7,933, the study found. Each additional
home within six miles drove up costs by
$1,240. The main reason protecting
homes is more expensive is the resources
deployed on fires where structures are
threatened and the cost of the fire retar-
dant foam sprayed on homes

Among the study’s major findings:

« The estimated cost of home protec-
tion for all agencies involved in fight-
ing the state's fires in 2006 was $55
million and $36 million in 2007, with
the state picking up $13.9 million of
the tab in 2006 and $9.2 million in
2007.

« By 2025, the cost of protecting homes
in seasons similar to 2006 and 2007,
based on the state's rate-of-growth
development patterns, could be as
high as $79 million, with the state
responsible for $31 million,

« A few as 150 threatened homes can
drive up a year's fighting costs by $13

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 4) State and Local News
(cont’d)

offered to community organizations and
businesses in an effort to educate and in-
form people about the workings of a mod-
ern zoo. "Our goal for "Zooper Tours” is
that individuals will leave feeling inspired
to help conservation causes and that they
will share their experience with others
along the way," said ZooMontana Director
Jackie Worstell. The tours are geared to
groups of 10 to 15 adults and cost $250
per group.

Some of the enrichment activities include
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perfumed bushes and treasure hunts of
hidden meat for the wolverine and finger-
painting with water-based tempera paints
and a frozen pineapple treat for a 600-
pound black bear to break apart.

From a story by JACI WEBB
Billings Gazette
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(Continued frompage 5) Conservation Around
the Nation (cont’d)

into other states should contact:

Bonnie Weller, National Volunteer Liaison
USDA-NRCS
5140 Park Avenue, Suite C
Des Moines, IA 50321
Phone: 515-289-0325, extension 102
Fax: 515-289-4561

Next generation nuclear plant
inches ahead due to new technol-
ogy developed at the Idaho Na-
tional Laboratory: The Department of
Energy and Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion submitted to Congress a licensing plan
for the Next Generation Nuclear Plant,
moving the Idaho-based project one small
but important step forward.

“The licensing strategy ... provides a de-
scription of the ways in which current NRC
light-water reactor licensing requirements
need to be adapted for the NGNP project,”
project development director Phillip C.
Hildebrandt said in an email.

The reason current licensing regulations
need to be adapted is that the NGNP, being
developed at the Idaho National Laboratory
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http://www.inl.gov , would be a high tem-
perature gas-cooled reactor capable of op-
erating at temperatures of about 1,700 de-
grees Fahrenheit.

Full Story by Zach Hagadone:
http://www.idahobusiness.net/archive.htm/2008/08/
20/Next-generation-nuclear-plant-inches-ahead

Mount Kilimanjaro faces environ-
mental hazards: Mount Kilimanjaro,
with its dramatic snow-clad slopes, domi-
nates the landscape of north central Tanza-
nia, easily recognized worldwide. It is also
a Biosphere reserve and a world heritage
site, the same as Serengeti National Park.
Most of the regions rare and endemic flora

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page8) Conservation Around
the Nation (cont’d)

is found in the moist Tanzania mountain
forests and Kilimanjaro has a rich and di-
verse flora that includes over 1,800 species
of flowering plants and 700 species of
lower plants as well as a generational
source of sweet drinking water.
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around the Great Lakes have worried that
thirstier regions, or even countries, would
make designs on their water. The lakes'
bounty as the single largest freshwater
source in the world (holding 18 percent of
the Earth's available surface freshwater)
has inspired the eight surrounding states
to try to formulate a legal shield ensuring
their water stays in their own backyards.

And, Kilimanjaro is not immune to environ- The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin

mental hazards. Hazards such as land
degradation, non availability of good water,
habitat fragmentation, loss of biodiversity,
deterioration of aquatic systems, defores-
tation, frequent forest fires and pollution.
The slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro are agri-
culturally of great importance both region-
ally and nationally — being the chief pro-
ducing area of the Arabica Coffee—a cash
crop suffering from a disease commonly
known as CBD (Coffee Berry Disease). Use
of pesticides to combat the disease contrib-
uted to the loss of biodiversity of the area
such as disappearance of butterflies, rep-
tiles, bees and birds.

The regional government is identifying
strategies to conserve the Mountain that
include establishing an environmental con-
servation committee, finding ways to en-
hance the capacity to manage and develop
the forest sector in collaboration with other
institutes, a program of replanting trees
along the rivers and streams needs to be
developed and enforcement of existing
laws preventing the cutting of trees.

From a Story by Sebastian Michael Chuwa

Will Thirsty States Get Great
Lakes Water?: For 25 years, residents

Water Resources Compact is the result of a

Thunder
Bay

Sault Ste, Marie

Lake Toronto

Michigan

quarter-century effort to establish a com-
mon, enforceable agreement that would
ban the export of Great Lakes water in
pipelines and railroad cars - and the Com-
pact becoming a reality is just one house of
Congress away from final federal consent.
Even after 25 years, there are some that
fear this compact with actually facilitate
the commercial export of Great Lakes wa-
ter.

Those interested in the background and
history of the Compact should visit the fol-
lowing link for a full report on this historic
effort:
http://www.cglg.org/projects/water/Compa

ctImplementation.asp
From a story by Dave Dempsey, AlterNet

Man has been endowed with reason, with the power to create, so that he can add to
what he's been given. But up to now he hasn't been a creator, only a destroyer. For-

ests Keep disappearing, rivers dry up, wild life's become extinct, the climate's ruined
and the land grows poorer and uglier every day.
~Anton Chekhov, Uncle Vanya, 1897
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(Continued from page 6) Education Opportuni-
ties (cont’d)

rent ID to qualify. Registration is available
online and via flier registration. Visit
http://www.ncoc.us

In addition, NCOC has secured blocks of
rooms in Bozeman for conference atten-
dees, at the Holiday Inn-Bozeman, Gran
Tree Inn, Wingate Hotel, C'mon Inn, Resi-
dents Inn Marriott, and Hilton Gardens.
For more information about the confer-
ence, please contact Ted Dodge, NCOC Ex-
ecutive Director (406) 491-4471, Emily Ta-
foya, NCOC Marketing Director (406) 491-
4472 or Lindsey Waggoner, MSU (406)
994-3800.

Grantsmanship Training Program

Slated for Butte in November: The
Grantsmanship Center’s signature Grants-
manship Training Program is coming to
Butte, Montana, November 10-14, 2008.
Hosted by Montana Tech of the University
of Montana and the Clark Fork Watershed
Education Program (CFWEP), this program
offers people and organizations the oppor-
tunity to take part in ahands-on workshop
that covers the complete grant develop-
ment process, from researching funding
sources to writing and reviewing grant pro-
posals.

Tuition for the Grantsmanship Training Pro-
gram is $895 ($845 for each additional
registrant from the same organization). To
ensure personalized attention, class size is
limited to 30 participants. To register
online, to learn about scholarship opportu-
nities for qualifying organizations, or for
more information, visit www.tgci.com, or
call The Grantsmanship Center's Registrar
at (800) 421-9512. Other questions rela-
tive to lodging availability and site direc-
tions can be directed to Theresa Seccomb
at (406) 496-4124.

3rd Annual Eastern Montana
Strip-Till Expo, September 25th
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at Glendive, Montana: The 3™ An-
nual Eastern Montana Strip-Till Expo is set
for September 25th at the Rice & Sons
farm near Glendive, Montana. This event is
sponsored by the Dawson County Conser-
vation District. The Expo will give produc-
ers an opportunity to hear and see the lat-
est research on strip-till equipment, how to
manage high residue crops and cool soils,
the importance of crop rotations, and how
to plan for proper fertilizer placement for
strip-till systems.

Educational sessions will run from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. and will be repeated from 1
to 2:30 p.m. Sessions include:

e Strip Tillage Management: Are you
ready to step up to the plate

* Energy savings for your farm

* Management of high residue and
insect problems

e A farmers panel to learn what they
have done and why.

Manufacturers of strip-till equipment, auto-
steer technology, and residue management
tools will do demonstrations at the farm
from9to1lla.m.and 2:30to 5 p.m.

Expo is free and lunch available for sale at
the site. For more information contact
Marlin Hanson at 406-377-5566 x115, or
via email at marlin.hanson@mt.usda.gov.
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(Continued from page7) News From Our Part-
ners (cont’d)

million.

e The cost of protecting homes usually
exceeds $1 million per fire.

Libby Fails to Meet New EPA PM

2.5: Along with several Utah counties
EPA has identified Libby as an area that
does not meet new air quality standards
for fine particulate matter (PM 2.5). This is
a preliminary step towards the designation
of final non-attainment area boundaries
and the development of specific plans to
reduce PM 2.5 pollution. Montana now has
the opportunity to comment on EPA's pro-
posed boundaries and to provide new infor-
mation and analyses to EPA. EPA will also
provide a 30-day public comment opportu-
nity. Detailed information can be found on
EPA's PM 2.5 designations page.

Utah press release and Fact sheet (PDF) /
Montana press release.

In a related story, EPA and the Health and
Human Services’ Agency for Toxic Sub-
stances and disease Registry have
launched a 5-year research initiative that
will focus on determining whether exposure
to lower levels of Libby asbestos is associ-
ated with increased risk of lung disease,
cancer, chronic illnesses, auto-immune dis-
eases or other adverse health outcomes.

It is currently known that long-term expo-
sure to high levels of asbestos is associ-
ated with lung cancer, serious lung disease
and upper respiratory health conditions.
Press release. / Fact sheet.

Major Rights-of-Way Projects on
BLM Land: The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) announced major rights-of-
way projects that will impact Montana.

The first is the Keystone XL Pipeline. Tran-
sCanada Keystone Pipeline, LP, proposes to
construct and operate a new 36-inch bur-
ied crude oil pipeline from Hardisty, Al-
berta, Canada, to the Port Arthur and east
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Houston areas of Texas. Of the 1,704
miles long project — approximately 329
miles in Canada and 1,375 miles in the
United States - approximately 42 miles
cross BLM-administered public land in Mon-
tana.

The other, the Mountain States Transmis-
sion Intertie (MSTI) Transmission Line is
proposed by NorthWestern Energy. This
project includes construction and operation
of 500kV electric transmission line between
southwestern Montana and southeastern
Idaho with an estimated length of 350-390
miles.

Follow the links below for more information
about these two proposed projects.
 Dear Reader Letter
* Notice of Intent
 Northwestern Energy--MSTI Project
+ Map (pdf-3.5 mb)

 Application and supporting docu-
ments

Another project proposed by TransCanada
Northern Border Inc., is the construction
and operation of two buried natural gas
pipelines to Colorado, Wyoming, Montana
and North Dakota. The proposed Path-
finder Pipeline is approximately 500 miles
of 42-inch diameter pipe and 134 miles of
30-36 inch diameter pipe. The proposed
Bison Pipeline is approximately 284 miles
of 24-inch diameter pipeline that will paral-
lel the Pathfinder pipeline route across
Wyoming, Montana, and North Dakota.

USDA Provides $87.5 Million to
Protect Conservation Following
Floods and Drought

Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer an-
nounced $87.5 million in Emergency Con-
servation Program (ECP) funding from the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) for farmers and ranchers to repair
land that has been damaged by natural

(Continued on page 13)
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http://www.blm.gov/mt/st/en/prog/lands_realty/projects.html
http://www.epa.gov/pmdesignations/
http://www.nationalwind.org/events/forums/051020/presentations/pm25-factsheet.pdf
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rarely one or three. In 2007, in northern New Hampshire, a black bear sow gave
birth to five healthy young. Tom Sears of North Country News learned of them and
set a goal of photographing them with mom in tow. Over the course of two years,
Sears managed to get not one photograph, but two—the first new cubs and mom
and the second a year later.
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Calendar

September 4 & 5 ~ 2008 Gover-
nor’'s Range Tour, contact Heidi
Olbert, 406-444-6619

September 6 ~ Harvest-Time
Farm Tour, Whitefish, contact
Jonda Crosby 406-443-7272

September 7 thru 11 ~ 3 Annual
National Summit of Mining Com-

munities, Butte & Anaconda

September 8 ~ MACD Board Con-
ference Call

September 10 ~ YRCDC TAC
meeting, 9:30 to 4:30, Yellow-
stone Best Western, Livingston

September 12 ~ YRCDC Council
Meeting, 10:00 to 3:00 Yellow-
stone Best Western, Livingston

September 14 thru 16 ~ MWCC
Fall Watershed Coordinator’s
Training, Fort Peck Hotel, Fort
Peck Reservoir

September 17 thru 19 ~ Big Sky
Public Procurement Association
Symposium & Marketing Ex-
change, Billings

September 17 ~ MWCC Drought
Advisory Committee Meeting

September 18 ~ NRCS Statewide
Conference Call, 8:00 am to
10:00 am

September 23 ~ Area II Meeting -
Hosted by Wibaux CD

September 24 ~ Area I Meeting -
Hosted by McCone CD

September 25 ~ Area III Meeting
- Hosted by Phillips CD

September 25 ~ Managing and
Restoring Human-Manipulated
Large River Ecosystems

September 25 ~ 3™ Annual East-
ern Montana Strip-Till Expo,
Glendive, contact Marlin Hanson
406-377-5566 x115

September 30 ~ Area V Meeting -
Hosted by Bitterroot CD

September 30 thru October 1 ~
Women Stepping Forward for
Agriculture Symposium, Billings,
for more information: FSA Web
Site - Women Stepping Forward

for Agriculture
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disasters since
September
2007 in 34
states. Produc-
ers will use ECP
funding for ac-
tivities including
removal of
farmland de-
bris, restoring
fences and re-
pairing conser-
vation struc-
tures impacted
by floods, as well as to carry out emergency water con-
servation measures in response to severe drought.

Eligibility requirements specify that a natural disaster
must create new conservation problems that, if un-
treated, will: 1) impair or endanger the land; 2) materi-
ally affect the land's productive capacity; 3) represent
unusual damage that, except for wind erosion, is not of
the type likely to recur frequently in the same area; and
4) would be so costly to repair that federal assistance is
or will be required to return the land to productive agri-
cultural use.

Conservation problems existing prior to the disaster are
not eligible for cost-share assistance. More information is
available on the USDA website at
http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov/.

" God has cared for these trees, saved them from drought, dis-
ease, avalanches, and a thousand tempests and floods. But he
cannot save them from fools."
- John Muir

501 North Sanders, Suite #2
Helena, MT 59601

Phone: 406-443-5711
Fax: 406-443-0174

mail@macdnet.org
http://www.macdnet.org/

Montana Association of
Conservation Districts

: LoeAL COMMON SeNse CONSERVATION

Please send your thoughts as to how to improve The Montana Conservationist
to tiberi@macdnet.org

Unless specifically requested, The Montana Conservationist is not sent to CD
Supervisors. MACD relies on District Administrators to forward The Montana
Conservationist to the Board Chair, Supervisors, Associate Supervisors and CD
Staff. Thank you.
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