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CD News

Yellowstone River Clean Up - 2008:
For the last three years the Montana Conserva-
tion Corps (MCC) has helped the Yellowstone
Conservation District (YCD) and the Yellow-
stone River Conservation District Council
(YRCDC) clean up the Yellowstone River. This
August the Billings senior crew decided to do a
complimentary day of clean up as their commu-
nity service element. The YCD graciously ac-
cepted their offer and Supervisor Bob Hector
joined them on August 25 as they cleaned up a high traffic area on the river around
Coulson Park in Billings.

The repeated clean up efforts have certainly made a difference and one of the city
maintenance workers remarked. “We have really noticed much less trash being left
behind and believe it is primarily because visitors are becoming more aware of posi-
tive clean up efforts.”

All Montana CD’s should keep in mind the great help the MCC can provide in your lo-
cal conservation efforts. Thank You MCC!

Dare to Wear Pink at the 2009 MACD Annual

Convention: This year's MACDEO Event during the 2008 MACD

Convention is daring attendees to wear pink to show support for can-
cer awareness. Area V Administrators have planned an amazing, fun-
filled evening that includes great food, entertainment, and a silent

auction - all to benefit cancer awareness

And MACDEO In This Issue
All MACDEO Areas are asked to bring at Yellowstone River Page 1
least two “theme” baskets for the silent Clean-up

auction, with the “theme” of the baskets left .
to the creator’s imagination. For those who |Dare to Ware Pink | Page 1

Example: Gardening Basket:

knee pad, gardening gloves, 2re imagination challenged, some ideas are: | Grant Opportuni- Page 2
perennial seeds, garden tools, €amping, hunting, fishing, country break- ties
water can, bulbs, etc. fast, baby, bridal, Mom’s handy-man tools,
Dad’s bachelor kitchen survival, tail-gate Education Oppor- Page 3

Suggested Retail - $40 party, super bowl party, kid’s travel games, |tunities

picnic basket, or something unique to a particular area of Montana. Each

Basket should have a list of what is contains, and a suggested retail price. E:::?lef::m our Page 4
Each basket will have a bid sheet and will start at $20 with minimum bid in-
creases of at least $1. Please note, the 2 basket request is a minimum those | State & Local Page 5
wishing to may bring more than 2 baskets. Remember: News
All of our lives have been touched one way or another by cancer .
Conservation Page 6
let’s have fun and help those in need! Around the Nation
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Bureau of Reclamation Emer-
gency Drought Relief Grant Op-

portunity: The Bureau of Reclamation
Great Plains Regional Office, in conjunction
with its Montana Area Office located in Bill-
ings, Montana, is accepting proposals for
projects that address issues of drought re-
lated to water management in Montana.
For project proposals west of the Continen-
tal Divide, the Bureau’s Boise Office may
handle the administration of an approved
proposal.

The funding is available through the Recla-
mation States Emergency Drought Relief
Act of 1991 Public Law 102-250. Reclama-
tion’s Emergency Drought Relief Act is not
a grant program and no match is required
for project proposals. Reclamation will ad-
minister projects for successful applicants.

Examples of projects approved over the
course of the past several years include,
stock water wells for conjunctive use in lieu
of diversion of surface water during
drought when instream flow is at a pre-
mium for sustenance of local fisheries; mu-
nicipal water supply wells for small com-
munities that can demonstrate a link be-
tween drought and problems they are hav-
ing providing residents with potable water
for domestic use; streamflow gauging in
river or stream reach locations that will
serve to assist watershed groups in the
successful implementation of a local
drought plan by better managing limited
surface water supplies during drought;
leasing of water from storage projects for
use as instream flow to support aquatic life
or to assist irrigators with crops during pe-
riods of drought; and installation of Agri-
Met remote weather stations for use in irri-
gation scheduling in areas where surface
water is in short supply and a chronically-
dewatered stream or river stands to benefi
from water conserved as a result of local
use of the Agri-Met station.
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For further information, interested parties
may contact Mr. Jesse Aber, of DNRC's Wa-
ter Management Bureau and the Gover-
nor’s Drought Advisory Committee at 444-

6628 or at jaber@mt.gov

Center for Watershed Protection
Releases Technical Capacity

Mini-Grant Program RFP: Wwith
funding from a U.S. EPA Targeted Water-
shed Initiative Grant, the Center for Water-
shed Protection is currently inviting pro-
posals for its Technical Capacity Mini-Grant
program, awarding direct assistance and
financial support to a wide range of small
watershed organizations.

These small watershed organizations play a
key role in local watershed management
and, collectively, in regional water resource
protection and restoration. The goal of the
mini-grant program is to strengthen the
technical capacity of these watershed or-
ganizations in the areas of stormwater and
watershed management.

Since watershed organizations often have
little to no full-time staff, the grant applica-
tion process is intended to be simple and
streamlined. However, funds are limited
and grants will be awarded on a rolling ba-
sis, so associations are urged to act
quickly. The grant period closes Septem-
ber 30, 2008.

Download the Technical Capacity mini-
grant RFP guidelines HERE.

http://www.cwp.org/Calendar/CWPMinigra
ntsRFP.pdf

DEQ’s Nonpoint Source Program
Announces Next Round of 319

Grants: DEQ is issuing a Call for Grant
Applications under Section 319(h) of the

¢ Federal Clean Water Act (CWA). Section

319(h) funds for projects are distributed

(Continued on page 7)
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Burton K. Wheeler Annual Con-

ference: The annual conference and
business roundtable held by the Burton K.
Wheeler Center for Public Policy begins
in Billings on October 1 at noon and con-
cludes October 2 at noon with a statewide
discussion on The High Price of Fuel:
What's Down the Road for Montanans?
http://www.montana.edu/wheeler/spring
2008 info.htm: For more information con-
tact Julie Hitchcock at 406-994-0336 or the
Center’s webpage at
http://www.montana.edu/wheeler.

The Center, co-located
with the University of
Montana in Bozeman, is
named for the late Bur-
ton K. Wheeler, who
earned fame as the
"fighting progressive"
U.S. Senator from Mon-
tana from 1923 - 1947.
Along with its annual
conference, the Center :
promotes the discussion, analysis and
eventual resolution of critical issues facing
Montana and the region. The Center also
sponsors research and lectures, publishes
conference reports and maintains a Web
page for Montanans and others seeking
solutions to some of today's most pressing
issues and problems. Although the
Wheeler Center has a close working rela-
tionship with Montana State University, it is
an independent, non-profit organization,
with its own board of directors. The Center
depends entirely on private contributions
for its programs and administration.

Asserting, as did Senator Wheeler, that
enlightened discussion of public policy is
the cornerstone of our democracy, the
Center is the only educational forum in the
state where issues that affect Montana and
the region are taken up in a regular, sys-
tematic and rigorously non-partisan way.
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NCOC Hosting Offset Workshop:
The National Carbon Offset Coalition
(NCOCQ) is hosting an Ag/Forestry Terres-
trial Carbon Offset workshop in Bozeman
on October 20 in conjunction with Montana
State University. The workshop will be
held in the MSU Student Union Building
with pre-registration commences at 7:30
a.m. Workshop presenters will discuss the
science, policies, and market issues for
carbon offsets, and the key design and
market issues for agricultural- and for-
estry-based carbon credit offsets. This
workshop is open to all interested conser-
vation districts, RC&D areas, tribal govern-
ments, state and federal agencies, legisla-
tors, conservation-based non-profit corpo-
rations, and landowners that may be af-
fected by this issue.

Workshop presenters include Anne Schrag,
the World Wildlife Foundation-Northern
Great Plains climate research program offi-
cer, Representative Mike Phillips, interna-
tionally known conservationists and forest-
ers, representatives from the Assiniboine-
Sioux tribal government, and the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality.

Registration fee is $35 before October 1
and $45 after. Student fee is $25, but
must have current ID to qualify. Registra-
tion is available online and via flier regis-
tration. Visit http://www.ncoc.us/. For
more information, contact Ted Dodge at
491-4471, Emily Tafoya, 491-4472 or
Lindsey Waggoner, 994-3800.

Workshop Offered by The North-
west Environmental Training

Center: Channel Migration Zone De-
lineation Workshop - Interpreting Fluvial
Landscapes: Understanding Integration be-
tween Fluvial Geomorphology, Hydrology,
Geology, Sedimentology and Hydraulics is
a workshop intended to provide partici-

(Continued on page 7)
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NEwWS FROM OUR PARTNERS

NACD Launches Living Legacy

Program to Memorialize Sims:

- T Olin Sims served as

.~ NACD President from
- February to Decem-
“;___L%ber 2007, and was
many things to

~“many people. To
conservation dis-
tricts, he was our
President and
leader, and a man
who lived what he preached. As a living
legacy to Sims, NACD is encouraging con-
servation districts, state associations of
conservation districts, partners and friends
to plant a tree in his memory. Perhaps a
state tree in front of the conservation dis-
trict office, or plant a tree in a location
Sims toured during his time as the leader
of NACD.

Brass placards will soon be available
through NACD’s Online Store at
http://www.nacdstore.org. The placards
can be engraved to indicate who planted
the tree and when it was planted.

NACD requests that those who choose to
participate in the living legacy tree planting
share a photo and description of their tree
planting using the form available at
http://www.nacdnet.org/news/living legac
y/. The photos and descriptions will be
placed in a book in the NACD Olin Sims
Conference Room in Washington, D.C. and
shared with the Sims family.

Questions can be directed to Lisa Lerwick
at (202) 547-6223 or lisa-
lerwick@nacdnet.org.

Register Now for NACD’s Annual
Meeting - February 1-4, 2009:
Register now to join hundreds of conserva-
tionists from across the nation in New Or-
leans, February 1 - 4, 2009 for NACD's
2009 Annual Meeting. Those who have
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attended in the past will agree that this
annual conference offers a unique opportu-
nity for conservationists to network with
fellow conservation-minded individuals and
learn more about the latest natural re-
source issues.

The 2009 meeting will center on the
theme, "Building a Better Tomorrow.” This
year’s conference will have a dynamic
speaker line-up for our general sessions,
exciting and informative breakout sessions,
entertaining and educational host-state
and partner tours and more! And, as if
that weren’t enough, in addition to NACD
events, host-state tours and partner tours,
the city of New Orleans is filled with shops,
restaurants, activities and sights to see.
We couldn’t have asked for a better loca-
tion than easy-going, friendly and fun-
loving New Orleans.

Trust us when we say you don’t want to
miss this meeting! To learn more or to
register go to
http://nacdnet.org/events/annualmeeting/r

egistration/.

Thank You from the Family of

Karen Obrigewitch: The following
letter was received from the family of
Karen Obrigewitch regarding the memorial
tree and plaque recently planted in her
memory:

To MACD:

The family of Karen Obrigewitch
would like to personally thank all
who contributed to her memorial
tree & plaque. We were very
humbled by your thoughtfulness.
She really enjoyed working for
the Wibaux Conservation District
& SCS/NRCS & never forgot all
the people she met through the
years. Thank you for being a
part of her life. Also, a special
(Continued on page 8)
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STATE & LoCAL NEwS

Nominations Being Accepted for
2008 Neighbor Award: Do you

know a landowner who is an outstanding
neighbor? Someone who takes good care
of the land for production and wildlife val-
ues, who enables neighborly recreational
access, and is actively engaged in their
community in working to solve problems?
If so, the Montana Neighbor Awards®
wants to hear about it. They want to give
such “good neighbors” the recognition they
deserve. Awards are based on four crite-
ria:

e Cooperation
* Land Stewardship/Conservation Ethic

* Neighborly Land Access

Community Leadership.

The Montana Neighbor group is an informal
coalition including Artemis Common
Ground, The Nature Conservancy of Mon-
tana, the Montana Council of Trout Unlim-
ited and Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks.

“Our purpose is to give recognition to land-
owners who go the extra mile through col-
laborative efforts to enhance our Montana
sense of community,” says Bruce Farling,
Executive Director of Montana Trout Unlim-
ited. “Our mission is to promote the on-
the-ground reality of being a good Montana
neighbor in a time of transition in our
state. We believe that publicizing the good
things that are happening will encourage
others to undertake similar efforts.”

Winners will receive specially printed and
framed Montana Neighbor Award certifi-
cates signed by the members of the
awards committee and by Montana Gover-
nor Brian Schweitzer.

Nomination forms can be obtained from
any office of the participating organizations
or by writing to Montana Neighbor Awards,
PO Box 748, Helena, MT 5624, or re-
quested by email at Bruce@montanatu.org

Previous Page

In This Issue

Page 5

For more information contact Brian Kahn,
Montana Neighbor Awards Committee
(406-444-8744 or via email:
brian.kahn@earthlink.net)

Saving the Kootenai River White

Sturgeon: A settlement agreement that
may help revive the Kootenai River white
sturgeon population has been reached be-
tween the Center for Biological Diversity,
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, the State of Mon-
tana, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and Bonneville
Power Administration. Threatened by dam
operations, water quality degradation and
loss of habitat, the Kootenai River white
sturgeon was listed as endangered in Sep-
tember 1994. Restoration efforts have
used flows from Libby Dam to mimic spring
flow conditions with the hope that sturgeon
will successfully reproduce. The agree-
ment calls for the Corps - on behalf of itself
and BPA to submit a request to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service to clarify portions
of the 2006 Biological Opinion for the stur-
geon - this includes continuation of interim
operations at Libby Dam through 2009. If
these measures are not successful, the
Corps will utilize Libby Dam's spillway,
within specified parameters, to test in-
creased flows - again with the intent of as-
sisting the sturgeon to reproduce.

In the long-term, the agreement calls for
the Corps to consider modifications to the
selective withdrawal system at Libby Dam

(Continued on page 10)
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CONSERVATION AROUND THE NATION

Canada and Israel to Exchange
Knowledge on Water Conserva-

tion & Purification: Manitoba, Can-
ada, with over 100,000 lakes and unending
cascades of waterfalls is sharing its conser-
vation knowledge with drought-stricken
Israel. After hearing of Israel’s conserva-
tions issues during Manitoba’s international
conference on water and conservation,
Manitoba Water Stewardship Minister
Christine Melnick announced that she
would be sending the province's experts to
teach Israel about conservation. In return,
Israeli experts would teach their Manitoban
counterparts how to purify polluted water.
The delegation also snagged a boon for Is-
rael's universities. Melnick budgeted
$250,000 a year in scholarships to bring
Manitoban students to Israel to study wa-
ter engineering and water purification. An
international youth movement will be set
up to champion water conservation as well.

"These important new scholarships will
support scholarly development in a range
of areas including nanotechnology, water
conservation and water reuse," Melnick
said. "Today's students are tomorrow's
leading voices on water protection and
these scholarships will give our young
people a unique international experience
as they complete their studies."

Industry Addressing "Light Pol-

lution”: Astronomers have long wished
for a night sky unencumbered by the glare
from artificial light and love to tell this
story: When the Northridge earthquake
knocked out power in Los Angeles in 1994,
numerous calls came into emergency cen-
ters and the Griffith Observatory from peo-
ple concerned about a “giant silvery cloud”
over the shaken city — people that didn’t
realize that cloud was the Milky Way.

In 2008, as a result of a remarkable part-
nership between science and business that
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took root in Tuc-
son, Arizona during
the 1970s, darker
night time skies
are being achieved |\— &
through the use of || K
new products and
technologies; gen-
erating real bene-
fits not only for as-
tronomers, but for
businesses from
gas stations and
parking lots to
Nascar tracks.

fully
shielded lights, near left, at
Tucson International Airport.

In the '70’s Tucson passed laws restricting
light pollution and emerged as the center
of the so-called dark-sky movement. It's
the home of the International Dark-Sky
Association, which works to raise aware-
ness about light pollution and to promote
the design and marketing of outdoor light-
ing that has a mini-
mal impact on the
night skies.

The idea of “light
pollution” was not
an easy sell to car
dealers, city light-
ing engineers, po-
lice officials and
owners of ham-
burger stands,
malls and security
companies that presumed brighter was
better. With industry development of new
fixtures that direct the light onto the
ground where it's needed, resistance is di-
minishing. Especially when it was demon-
strated that blazing lights sometimes cre-
ate unnecessary glare that make it harder
to see clearly. Not to mention the possibil-
ity of energy savings when estimates indi-

Photographs show the pro-
gression of glare over the
years in the Tucson area, as
seen from Kitt Peak.

(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 2) ~ Grant Opportunities
Contd

competitively to support the most effective
and highest priority projects.

There are three categories for competitive
projects:

e  Water Quality (Watershed) Restoration
e Groundwater
e Education and Outreach

DEQ is the lead Montana agency for the
NPS program and for the Clean Water Act
section 319 grant program. The 2009 grant
cycle will focus on:

* Watershed restoration projects, includ-
ing planning and implementation, for wa-
tersheds with approved TMDLs and WRPs;

* Ground water protection / restoration
projects, including planning and implemen-
tation for completed TMDLs or a Source
Water Protection plan; and

¢ Education & Outreach (E&QO) opportuni-
ties that address watershed or statewide
needs as identified in the five-year E&O
prioritization table of the 2007 MT NPS

Page 7
Management Plan.

The map of watersheds with approved wa-
ter quality plans /TMDL's is provided in
“Attachment I” of this document. A list of
approved TMDLs is available at: TMDL Final
Reports. Completed Source Water Delinea-
tion and Assessment Reports (SWDARSs) for
public water supplies are available at:

SWAP Query.

Draft applications for all categories are due
to DEQ on October 31, 2008. Final applica-
tions must be received by 5:00 pm on De-
cember 31, 2008. You must submit a draft
application in order to submit a final appli-
cation. Failure to meet the draft deadline
will disqualify your application from further
consideration.

Below you will find the actual Call for Grant
Applications along with a link to the attach-
ments.

Fiscal Year 2009 Call for 319 Grant Appli-
cations

Questions regarding the grants or the
grant process may be directed to Rob
Rung, Contracts/Grants Coordinator, Water
Quality Planning Bureau at 406-444-6756.

" When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else

in the Universe." - John Muir

(Continued from page 3) ~ Education Opportunities
Contd

pants with a basic understanding of chan-
nel migration zones (CMZs), including the
principal factors influencing channel migra-
tion, appropriate methods for mapping his-
toric migration zones, erosion and avulsion
hazard areas, and identifying future migra-
tion areas. The workshop is scheduled for
October 21 thru 23, 2008 at Chico Hot
Springs Resort in Paradise Valley north of
Yellowstone National Park.

Registration is $1,395/person and includes

Previous Page
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accommodations at one of two main lodges
(double occupancy only) at Chico's Hot
Springs Resort and Day Spa and breakfast,
lunch and dinner on October 21st through
23rd. The workshop offers 2 continuing
education units (CEUSs)

Course Description | Register Online |
Accommodations | Directions

Credit: 2.0 Continuing Education Units
(CEUs)
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(Continued from page 4) ~ News From OQur Partners
Contd

thank you to Carla Lawrence for
organizing such a nice event. If
you pass through Wibaux, stop
by the park near the Nursing
Home to see her Medora Juni-
per. Your kindness will always
be remembered.

Jill Obrigewitch

Dey, Jen, Birch & Coll
Obrigewitch

Jay, Jolene & Coy Obrige-
witch

Ren, Kelly & Lily Obrigewitch
Dave & Renee Paasch

The Montana Watercourse Help-

ing to Educate Montanan’s: The
Montana Watercourse, housed on the MSU
Campus in Bozeman, Montana, and an arm
of the Montana Water Center, is a state-
wide water education program supporting
water resource decision making and stew-
ardship by providing unbiased information,
resources, tools and education to all water
users. The may resources available
through the organization include:

e Co-sponsorship of water resource semi-
nars, workshops and trainings

e Volunteer water monitoring training for
communities and schools Assistance with
local water education program develop-
ment Publications and guides on water re-
source and watershed topics Teaching
trunks filled with interactive water resource
activities

e Educator workshops, training and tours
using Project WET and other curricula and
materials

One of the publications, A Guidebook for
Montana Ponds (in PDF format) is available
on-line and will also be available at MACD’s
Annual Convention in November. See also
the 2008 update information sheet -What
you need to know about Ponds and Alter-
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natives-

Before deciding on developing a pond land-
owners should consider:

* What You Need to Know About Ponds and Alternatives *

e What is the purpose of the pond?

*  Where will the water come from?

e How will the pond affect local water re-
sources, wildlife, soils, and vegetation?

e What permits are needed?

e How will I maintain the pond?

e What alternatives are there?

FWP's Automated Licensing

Confusing Hunters and Anglers:
Some hunters and anglers are think FWP is
more "high-tech" than it really is. FWP en-
forcement personnel have founding a
growing number of hunters and anglers
who think that because the licensing sys-
tem is automated they no longer need to
carry their license into the field - believing
that game wardens have access to elec-
tronic records a field computer or cell
phone.

Not so. Montana's hunting regulations re-
quire that hunters and anglers have their
licenses on their person and that they pro-
duce them when asked by FWP personnel.
"This isn't a small matter, it is a $135 fine
in the eyes of the law," said Wendy Kamm,
FWP game warden in the Fort Benton area.

Montana's hunting regulations also say that
it is illegal to carry or have physical control
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8) ~ News From Qur Partners
Contd

over a hunting license or permit issued to
another person while hunting, unless it is a
license or permit issued to a spouse or mi-
nor and the spouse or minor is hunting
with you in the field—not sitting in the
truck, or at home planning to hunt another
day, Kamm said.

Increasing numbers of hunters and anglers
apply for licenses and special permits by
going to the FWP web site at
http://fwp.mt.gov/default.html and clicking
on Online Services. This time saving con-
venience includes safeguards to prevent
incomplete applications from being submit-
ted, and the information supplied is kept
for future purchases or license applications.

But remember—you must carry your li-
censes and permits on you when you are
afield, and be ready to produce them if
asked by an FWP official.

Deadline to Sign Up for 2008

DCP is September 30, 2008: The
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is re-
minding producers that the deadline to
signup for the 2008 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program is September 30, 2008.
All signatures to shares of the contract
must be received by close of business on
September 30, 2008. Signup for this pro-
gram began June 25, 2008 following enact-
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ment of the 2008 Farm Bill.

Commodities covered by DCP include
wheat, corn, grain sorghum, including dual
purpose varieties that can be harvested as
grain; barley, oats, soybeans, canola, flax-
seed, mustard, safflower, crambe, sesame
seed, rapeseed and sunflowers including oil
and non-oil varieties. Base adjustments
will be made for expired and voluntarily
terminated CRP contract acreage. Base
acreage may not exceed the available DCP
cropland acreage on the farm. A producer
with the sum of the base acreage on the
farm with 10 acres or less must be a so-
cially disadvantaged or limited resource
farmer or rancher to be eligible for DCP.

Direct and Counter-cyclical payments for
the 2008 year will be made on 85 percent
of the base. Final direct payments will be
issued in October 2008.

Direct payments rates are:

Barley $0.24/bu
Corn $0.28/bu
Grain Sorghum $0.35/bu
Oats $0.024/bu
Other Oilseeds $0.80/cwt
Soybeans $0.44/bu
Wheat $0.52/bu

Planting flexibility is allowed including
planting restrictions for fruits and vegeta-
bles on base acreage without farm or pro-
ducer history. Producers are reminded to
maintain eligibility they must: 1) meet
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland provi-
sions requirements, 2) report all cropland
acres, 3) meet actively engaged in farming
and person determination requirements,
and; 4) comply with adjusted gross income
provisions. Payment limitation amounts
are $40,000 for direct payments and
$65,000 for counter-cyclical payments.

For more information contact Patti Soares
(406-587-6870), your local FSA office or
logon to the Montana FSA website at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt.

Next Page



The Montana Conservationist

(Continued from page 5) ~ State and Local News
Contd

to more reliably and efficiently manage
temperature of water releases, and for the
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, with funding and
support from the federal agencies, to carry
out a project to restore habitat conditions
for the sturgeon.

Environmental Concerns Usher
in Growth of Green Energy Com-

panies: Solar Plexus, a company that
designs and installs solar systems, is busier
than ever, particularly in a time of general
slowdowns and layoffs seen in other com-
panies. Mary Hamilton of Solar Plexus said
the right incentives could be the antidote
to Montana’s rising power bills especially
because Montana has better solar insola-
tion - less cloud cover.

Climate Solutions may be one of Montana’s
newest energy companies. The Washing-
ton state-based organization has a mission
to support “practical and profitable solu-
tions to global warming,” and opened an
office in Missoula just a few weeks ago.

In December 2007, President Bush signed
the $125 million bill into law intended to
support workforce training for “green col-
lar” jobs, however Congress has yet to ap-
propriate the money. The bill supports
workforce training for “green collar” jobs,
and Beth Berlin of Climate Solutions wants
Montana to be ready to pounce once that
happens.

There’s also a huge demand for education
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when it comes to a “green energy” work-
force, but Chuck Magraw of the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council believes the po-
tential for a robust work force in Montana
is enormous. Magraw said a national re-
port released in September documents the
job creation and economic benefits of in-
vestments in green energy in some 35
states, including Montana.

“Green jobs” are starting to be in demand
particularly with business owners and
homeowners wanting some “green” com-
ponent in their project and Montana’s labor
pool will need to adapt to these changing
conditions.

Federal Trappers Kill Willow

Creek Wolf Pack: Due to chronic
livestock depredations, Federal trappers
made the decision to kill the entire pack
that was living near Hall. The pack in-
cluded an alpha male wolf, alpha female, a
yearling and two wolf pups. The pack
started with a male wolf from Idaho mi-
grated southwest of Hall in the summer of
2005. For three years, the pack roamed
private property near grazing livestock.
Last year, there came reports of wolves
harassing livestock and one report of an
injured calf. In April 2008, wolves killed a
calf and a lamb belonging to two different
landowners with the pack having grown to
10 adult wolves and three pups. Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, the agency charged
with Montana’s wolf conservation and man-
agement, initially decided the best long-
term solution was to reduce the pack by
half and killed five of the adult wolves last
spring, accord-
ing to Liz Brad-
ley, wolf man-
agement spe-
cialist for Mon-
tana Fish, Wild-
life and Parks.

During the sum- |
mer, state wild-
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(Continued on page 11)
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life managers stepped up monitoring ef-
forts to reduce future conflicts, however,
continuing livestock losses eventually lead
FWP to reach the decision of eliminating
the pack altogether.
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Weathering energy increases:
With predictions of energy prices shooting
through the roof this winter, local and state
public officials are stepping up to help Hi-
Liners weatherize their homes to defray
climbing costs. According NorthWestern
Energy, energy costs are expected to rise
about 30 percent this winter and in July,
Governor Brian Schweitzer released $1 mil-
lion in emergency funds to help low-income
Montanans with weatherization costs.
Weatherization is typically handled by the
state's Low Income Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LIEAP) - the program that help sub-
sidies energy cost for low income homes.
Jim Nolan, Energy Program director for the
Montana Department of Public Health and
Human Services, said the funds released
by the governor will be used to weatherize
additional homes in Montana through full-
blown weatherization and “weatherization
light.” Nolan said the state's waiting list
for weatherization reaches around 15,000
homes every year, and the State can only
give complete weatherization to about
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2,000 homes. With the Conservation Corps
helping the state, more homes will receive
some form of weatherization. Weatheriza-
tion and LIEAP go hand-in-hand, according
to Swanson. "In order to qualify for weath-
erization, they have to be a qualified LIEAP
client," Swanson said. Nolan said the state
issues the weatherization list by using in-
formation on income and energy expense
data input by local LIEAP staff. Those with
the highest energy costs and the lowest
incomes move to the top. On average,
HRDC weatherizes 50 to 60 homes a year
within District 4, Swanson added.

Governor Stresses Education for

Restoration Economy: The Gover-
nor's Workshop on Education Needs for
Restoration Economy is Thursday, October
2, 2008 at Montana Tech in Butte. Prepar-
ing Montana students and workers for jobs
in the state's growing restoration economy
is the focus of this workshop. Governor
Schweitzer will deliver the keynote speech
and Montana Attorney General Mike
McGrath and former U.S. Representative
Pat Williams will also participate.

"Restoration projects are already creating
good-paying Montana jobs and restoring
our environment. Much more will be done
in the years ahead. We need to be aggres-
sively planning now to make sure our stu-
dents and workers receive the training nec-
essary to get the job done," said Governor
Brian Schweitzer.

'Filling the Void: Growing Montana's
Restoration Workforce' will bring to-
gether private sector firms doing restora-
tion work with leaders in higher education
to assess employer needs, training pro-
grams and school curriculums.

There's no cost to attend the workshop,
but everyone must register. A draft
agenda, flier and registration form can be
found online the DNRC Restoration Web
site. To register by phone, contact the
Montana DNRC at (406) 444-2074.
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cate that poorly designed outdoor lighting
wastes $10 billion in energy a year.

Currently, at least 30 states have regula-
tions that limit unnecessary ambient light
or require outdoor fixtures to be shielded.
The benefits to science are obvious, how-
ever, the movement has gained momen-
tum because of growing concerns about
energy conservation turning light pollution
into a quality-of-life and green issue. The
next initiative is to draft a national stan-
dard for dark-sky-friendly fixtures, displays
and other forms of outdoor light, including
for landscape gardening.

Catch the Rain (Where You

Can...) with Rain Barrels: We've
talked a lot about the great benefits of us-
ing rain barrels to catch the rain and use it
for outdoor water use. Katie has worked
with the City of Toledo sell rain barrels to
help reduce flooding and sewer overflows
while also saving people money on their
water bill.

But in some places in the Western U.S.
capturing the rain for your own use is a
contentious issue because of the doctrine
of prior appropriation, which governs west-
ern water use. In Colorado, resident Kris
Holstrom found out that she would be fined
if she persisted in capturing the rain from
her roof to use for her gardens because the
water was already allocated to others.
There are similar issues being debated in
Washington.

The Seattle Post reports that state water
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law makes rainwater harvesting illegal be-
cause water resources above, on, or below
ground belong to the public and are man-
aged by a prior appropriation permit sys-
tem. Geographic differences further com-
plicate the issue. In western Washington,
the landscape is urban and stormwater
runoff is a signficant issue. However, other
parts of the state are arid and/or over-
appropriated, which means that every drop
of water is accounted for by permitted wa-
ter users.

Darcy Nonemacher in American River’s Se-
attle office is working with other environ-
mental organizations and stakeholders to
find a solution that satisfies existing state
water law and allows rainwater collection
systems. These sorts of changes will be
key in Washington and other western
states as water supplies become increas-
ingly stressed and as the impacts from a
changing climate becoming more prevalent

and extreme. Katherine Baer, Senior Director
Clean Water Program

R. Buckminster Fuller said:
"Optimize the way we use the world's resources. Do more
with less. Don't wait for the politicians. See what needs to be
done and do it."
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CALENDAR—OCTOBER 2008
October ~ Pre-registration begins for MACD Convention
October date TBD ~ 223 Grant Applications due

October 1 ~ Agricultural Emergency Preparedness Workshops, Havre, Montana, for information
contact tmbass@montana.edu

October 1 ~ Area VI Meeting - Hosted by Park CD

October 2 ~ Area IV Meeting - Hosted by Upper Musselshell CD
October 2 ~ MWCC Water Center/MT Section AWRA 25th Annual Conference

October 2 ~ Governor’'s Workshop on Education Needs for Restoration Economy, Montana Tech,
Butte

October 4 ~ AERO Helena Sustainable Homes Tour, for information contact
http://www.aeromt.org/

October 7 thru 13 ~ National 4-H Week

October 8 ~ On-line Sustainable Crop Management Workshop, begins October 8 and concludes
December 12, contact Sustainable Crop Management

October 14 ~ MACD Board Conference Call

October 20 ~ Carbon Offset Conference - "Regional Opportunities in Agriculture and forestry
Carbon Sequestration, Bozeman, contact National Carbon Offset Coalition

October 20 thru 22 ~ SWCS Farming with Grass Special Conference, Oklahoma City, Ok

October 28 ~ Agricultural Emergency Preparedness Workshops, Glendive, for information con-
tact tmbass@montana.edu

October 28 ~ Meeting to Raise Awareness on Organic Certification, Glasgow, for information
contact Ginny Harrington 406-444-2402 or agr@mt.gov

October 29 ~ Agricultural Emergency Preparedness Workshops, Billings, for information contact
tmbass@montana.edu

October 29 ~ Meeting to Raise Awareness on Organic Certification, Plentywood, for information
contact Ginny Harrington 406-444-2402 or agr@mt.gov

October 30 ~ Meeting to Raise Awareness on Organic Certification, Sidney, for information con-
tact Ginny Harrington 406-444-2402 or agr@mt.gov

October 31 thru November 2 ~ AER Annual Meeting, Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp, Lakeside

501 North Sanders, Suite #2
Helena, MT 59601

Phone: 406-443-5711
Fax: 406-443-0174

MONTANA s JON mail@macdnet.org
http://www.macdnet.org/

Montana Association of
Conservation Districts

Please send your thoughts as to how to improve The Montana Conservationist to tiberi@macdnet.org
Unless specifically requested, The Montana Conservationist is not sent to CD Supervisors. MACD relies on District
Administrators to forward The Montana Conservationist to the Board Chair, Supervisors, Associate Supervisors and
CD Staff. Thank you.
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