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Meet the Flathead 

Conservation District 

The Flathead Conservation District (FCD) was 
formed in 1945 and now covers all areas within 
the county boundaries except the original city lim-
its of Kalispell and Columbia Falls.  FCDs manage-
ment staff have many years of conversation ex-
perience addressing natural resource issues. 

• Administrator Ginger Kauffman has been with FCD for 

the last 15 years 
• Resource Conservationist Larry Van Rinsum, spent 7 years as a Supervisor before 

taking on the staff leadership role – a position he’s held for the past 8 years 
• Patti Mason, FCDs Education Outreach and Watershed Coordinator, worked for 

DNRC and as a professor at Flathead Valley Community College before joining FCD 
three years ago 

• Supervisor Pete Woll is a retired Forest Service engineer, farmer and vice presi-

dent of the Montana Association of Conservation Districts 
• Supervisor Dan Bangeman is a retired Forest Service engineer, and the current 

FCD chairman 
• Supervisor Ronald Buentemeier is the retired general manager of Stoltze Lumber 

Company 
• Supervisor Frank DeKort is a retired school administrator & principal 
• Supervisor Mark Siderius is a farmer and general contractor 

Both staff and supervisors all share a deep and committed desire to protect and man-
age natural resources in Montana.  And nearly all of them are longtime Flathead Valley 
residents who grew up and worked on the landscape. 

FCDs greatest challenge is development pressure on the land-
scape and the resulting issues that come with it. Some newcom-
ers to the valley need help managing their land, so the FCD has a 
strong education program designed to assist developers, realtors 
and adult newcomers to the area.  The district also funds and 
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supports noxious weed eradication efforts throughout the entire 
Flathead Valley. 

Over the next year FCD will be rolling out a six-county riparian 
education campaign funded by a generous grant from DEQ.  The 
campaign will include a TV, radio and print campaign on a scale 
never before seen.  The district is also planning to continue its 
small acreage education courses throughout the year.  The Dis-
trict also plans to finally finish its 310 GIS map/database during 
the coming year. 

Anyone looking for more information about the FCD may visit the 
website (www.flatheadcd.org) or contact Larry Van Rinsum at 
406-261-7094. 
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STATE & LOCAL NEWS 
What Make 

a Tree a 

“Champion 

Tree”:  Alan 
Lane, a U.S. For-
est Service for-
est technician 
knows – he’s 
registered nine 
of Lincoln 
County’s 18 top 
trees.  North-
west Montana is 
home to many of 
the state’s most 
impressive 
champion trees 
and of the 59 
champion trees 
listed on the 
2006 register, 
28 are in Lin-
coln, Sanders 
and Flathead 
counties.  The 
trees listed in 
the register are 
ranked accord-
ing to a points system that adds the cir-
cumference, height and one-quarter of the 
crown’s average spread. 

After an accident took one of Lane’s arms 
he started working for the Forest Service 
doing stand exams and tree inventory.  “I 
was measuring all types of trees and work-
ing in all kinds of country,” Lane said.  He 
noticed a tree chart showing champion 
trees in Montana and began comparing 
them to some of the trees he had found.  A 
western red cedar that Lane found in 1998 
is the second-largest champion tree in the 
state. The tree has a height of 178 feet 
and is 362 inches in diameter.   

Lane doesn’t take core samples from the 
trees so determining their age is difficult. 
Plus, many of the large western red cedars 
rot internally, which would make counting 
rings impossible.  “A lot of them aren’t as 
old as you think,” Lane said. “They are just 

growing on a good site.”  It takes about 
300 years for a tree in Montana to get 
really large according to Jane Adams, a 
former wildlife biologist for the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Con-
servation.  Adams described the ecological 
importance of old growth trees – they pro-
vide large branches that are stable nesting 
platforms for eagles, a dense thermal 
cover for deer and elk, pileated woodpeck-
ers, wood ducks, boreal owls and pine 
marten all use the large cavities provided 
by old growth as home sites, and small 
mammals dwell in the root systems of 
large trees. 

For those interested, a comprehensive list 
of Montana’s trophy trees is available 
online at 
http://www.championtrees.org/champions/
MTBigTrees.htm 

Livintgston Company Awarded 

Patent for Stream and River As-

sessment System:  RiverWorks, Inc., 

based in Livingston has been awarded a 
patent for its premier product, RiverWorks 
Rapid Assessment System (RRAS). The 
patent recognizes RRAS as a unique, sys-
tem, method and computer program for 
aquatic environmental assessment.  River-
Works was granted the patent based on 
innovative features of RRAS specific to wa-
ter resource assessment and monitoring. 
"RRAS is revolutionary in its broad applica-
bility and potential to help accelerate and 
standardize water resource data collection, 
analysis and comparison," says RiverWorks 
CEO Mike Sprague. "We believe RRAS 
technology has the potential to be used in 
every area of water resource assessment, 
inventory, design, and monitoring.”  Practi-
tioners working in the areas of stream, 
river and wetland restoration, fisheries en-
hancement, watershed conservation, envi-
ronmental assessments, stormwater man-
agement, mining reclamation, TMDL devel-
opment, ecological inventories, and more, 
are using RRAS to help develop solutions to 

(Continued on page 8) 

Alan Lane, a forestry technician 
with the Three Rivers Ranger 
District in Troy, uses a logger’s 
tape to measure the circumfer-
ence of one of the state’s larg-
est recorded Western white pine 
trees last month along the Yaak 
River. Lane, who has surveyed 
much of the district’s lands do-
ing stand exams over the past 
24 years, has found and re-
corded nine of Montana’s 
“champion trees.” Karen Nich-
ols/Daily Inter Lake 
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fundamental problems such as erosion, 
pollution, irrigation water use, water qual-
ity, endangered species preservation, and 
flood prevention.  RRAS is currently in use 
nationwide by government agencies like 
the EPA and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice; private companies like CH2M HILL 
and Carter & Burgess; universities like 
Texas State University; and non-profit or-
ganizations like The Watershed Institute. 
For more information about RRAS, or to 
schedule a free, informational webinar, 
please contact Michal Sprague of River-
works at 888.218.8507 or visit them on 
the web at www.riverworks.net. 

Say Hello to the Boulder River 

Watershed Association:  The Boul-
der River originates in the Absaroka Moun-
tain Range near Sheepherder & Monument 
Peaks. It flows nearly 70 miles north to the 
confluence with the Yellowstone River near 
Big Timber. Lewis and Clark named it  
"Rivers Across" more than 200 years ago, 
describing where Big Timber Creek and the 
Boulder River join across from one an-
other.  The Boulder River and its major 
tributaries cover public and private lands, 
with dozens of recreational mountain cab-
ins and four major church camps.  The 
river flows through recreational and agri-
cultural lands and supports irrigation, fish-
ing, hunting and recreation. 

To meet the demands for a collaborative 
organization that would en-
compass the interests of the 
watershed, the agricultural 
community, the Stillwater Min-
ing Company, the Conserva-
tion District, a local environ-
mental activist group, and 
landowners residing within the 
drainage basin joined forces to 
create the Boulder River Wa-
tershed Association.  The goal 
of the Association is to main-
tain and improve the health of 
their land and water resources.  
Its vision is to identify re-

source issues and concerns within the wa-
tershed, help willing landowners and land 
managers to plan and implement innova-
tive solutions, and to educate the general 
public about the efforts of landowners in 
the valley to care for the resources that 
provide for their way of life.  The group 
stresses the importance of maintaining ag-
riculture as the primary use in the area. 
Ranchers settled the area, and the vision 
of the Boulder River Watershed Association 
is to perpetuate this lifestyle and maintain 
the values that make this area what it is. 

In its brief history, the Association has 
worked with the Montana NRCS on a River 
Riparian Assessment, an Irrigation Efficien-
cies Study with the Montana DNRC and 
TMDL issues with the Montana DEQ.  Fu-
ture plans include implementation of river 
assessment study recommendations, off-
stream watering projects, irrigation effi-
ciency projects and continuing to address 
the resource issues and concerns that are 
important to it's members and the Water-
shed. 

Those interested in more information about 
the Association may contact Dan Rostad, 
Coordinator at 406-932-5160 x106 or via 
email at dan.rostad@mt.nacdnet.net.  
Questions may also be directed to Guelda 
Halverson, Sweet Grass County Conserva-
tion District at 406-932-5160 x3 or via 
email at 
guelda.halverson@mt.nacdnet.net. 

Grizzly Bear DNA Study Reveals 

Healthy and Growing 

Population:  Montana wild-
life officials recently praised the 
four-year federally funded study 
aimed at determining the num-
ber of grizzly bears inhabiting 
the Northern Continental Divide 
Ecosystem in northwest Mon-
tana, one of the last strong-
holds of the grizzly bear in the 
lower 48 states. 

"The study shows that north-
western Montana’s grizzly bear 
population is healthy, growing, 

(Continued from page 5) ~ State and Local News 

Cont’d 

(Continued on page 9) 
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and genetically diverse," said Jeff Hagener, 
director of Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. 
"For the 765 grizzly bears in the NCDE—
more than twice as many as thought to live 
there just four years ago—it appears the 
prospects for their long-term survival are 
excellent." 

"Clearly, this threatened species has been 
well cared for by the people of Montana," 
Hagener said. "These types of conservation 
success stories come only with the coop-
eration of the people who share the land-
scape with wildlife. Montanans can be 
proud that they've made room for the ulti-
mate recovery of this important wildlife 
species." 

Hagener noted that NCDE grizzly bears re-
main federally protected as a threatened 
species. He said the grizzly bear population 
could be considered for delisting in a few 
years if positive population and habitat 
trends continue to be documented, as was 
done for the recently delisted Greater Yel-
lowstone grizzly bear population. 

Can You Hear Me Now – in Yel-

lowstone Park?  Yellowstone National 
Park released a draft plan for guiding the 
development of wireless communication 
within its 3,500 
square miles, includ-
ing a limited increase 
in cell phone cover-
age.  The environ-
mental assessment 
addresses cell phone 
service, wireless 
Internet service, park 
radio systems and re-
source monitoring 
stations. 

The proposal includes 
restricting cell phone 
towers from the back-
country, from park road corridors and from 
smaller developed areas while calling for 
providing cell phone service and wireless 
Internet in developed areas with hotels.  

The National Parks Conservation Associa-
tion says the plan is important because it's 
likely to set a precedent for other national 
parks. 

Yellowstone will hold public meetings in 
Idaho and Montana in October to gather 
feedback on the plan. 

University of Montana Cooling 

Down:  As of October 1st buildings on 
the campus of the University of Montana 
will get cooler, vehicles will slow down and 
hallway lighting will be more efficient.  
President George Dennison believes these 
changes will help the University reach its 
goal of becoming more sustainable – an 
agreement Dennison made when he signed 
the American College & University Presi-
dents Climate Commitment in April 2007.  
These measures will also move the campus 
toward fulfillment of Governor Schweitzer’s 
20x10 Initiative.   

The changes are the first phase of Denni-
son’s energy conservation measures that 
include the following: 

• Maintaining campus facility building 

temperatures at 60 degrees between 
10 p.m. to 5 a.m. daily, with daytime 
temperatures regulated to 72 degrees 
during the cooler season and 68 de-
grees in the warmer season - dormi-
tories are not included in this directive 

• prohibition of space heaters on cam-

pus. 

• driving all University vehicles at 65 

miles per hour or less 

• purchasing only Energy Star certified 

appliances and installing energy-
efficient lighting fixtures in the hall-
ways of campus buildings. 

UM will also adhere to the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) standards with the new Native 
American Center being the first LEED-

certified campus building.  Dennison said 
the next phases of energy conservation – 
which could include four-day school weeks 
or the abolishment of winter session – 

(Continued from page 8) ~ State and Local News 

Cont’d 

(Continued on page 11) 
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of healthy omega-3 fatty acids, or salmon 
that reaches market size more quickly. Oth-
ers, called "biopharm animals," may be 
modified to produce proteins to treat human 
diseases—none of which are allowed on the 
market.  

The concern is the potential impact on eco-
systems should GE animals escape and breed 
with native species—posing potential threats 
to the environment   The new guidelines pro-
pose regulating the GE modifications as 
"animal drugs" - as with traditional drugs, 
they alter the animal.  FDA wants to know 
whether the genetic change is safe for ani-
mals and for humans if the animals are des-
tined for the slaughterhouse. Companies will 
need to show the additional DNA doesn't con-
tain sequences that can hurt animals or hu-
mans, either on its own or by recombining 
with other DNA.  “The technology has 
evolved to a point where commercialization 
of these animals is no longer over the hori-
zon," said Randall Lutter, FDA's deputy com-
missioner for policy. The public comment pe-
riod closes 18 November. 

(Continued from page 6) ~ Conservation Around the 

Nation Cont’d 

NACD Announces Availabil-

ity of Three Funding Oppor-

tunities For Districts:  The first 
of three new grant opportunities 
available to conservation districts is 
the Center for Watershed Protection’s 
(CWP) Technical Capacity Mini-Grant 

program.  CWP is currently accepting 
applications for direct assistance and 
financial support to strengthen the 
technical capacity of small watershed 
organizations in the area of stormwa-
ter and watershed management. Up 
to ten $5,000-15,000 grants will be 
awarded in the form of cash or direct 
assistance from CWP staff. Applica-
tions are accepted on a rolling basis. 
For more information and application 
guidelines, go to 
http://www.cwp.org/Calendar/index.h
tm and download the RFP.  

Also, EPA is currently seeking grant 
proposals that train older adults to be 
environmental leaders and demon-
strate how greenways and sustainable 
streets can improve the quality of life 
and environmental quality for the ac-
tive aging.  As part of its Aging Initia-
tive, EPA will award two grants total-
ing $200,000 in the winter of 2009. 
The deadline to submit proposals is 
November 21, 2008. More information 
is available on the EPA website.  

The third funding opportunity is the 
United State Department of Agricul-

ture’s Woody Biomass Utilization 

Grants.  USDA will provide up to $4 
million to help increase the use of 
woody biomass from National Forest 
Service System lands. The grants are 
intended to be used by small busi-
nesses and communities. The pre-
application deadline is November 7, 
2008. The final deadline to submit 
applications is February 13, 2009. For 
details, please see 
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/tmu/grant-
2009/index.html.  

mation to put citizens in touch with agencies 
and organizations that have programs in 
place to help in management, restoration and 
protection.  

Please contact the office to request free cop-

ies: mtwatercourse@montana.edu, or 994-
6671.  This publication is also available in 
PDF format for downloading at the website: 
www.mtwatercourse.org/Publications/Publica
tions.htm. 

Montana Watercourse, a grant-funded or-
ganization on the MSU Bozeman campus, 
works to foster stewardship of water re-
sources.  The Landowner’s Guides are funded 
through a Montana DEQ Wetland Program 
Development Grant, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks’ Migra-
tory Bird Stamp Program, US Fish and Wild-
life Service, and Ducks Unlimited. 

(Continued from page 7) ~ News From Our Partners 

Cont’d GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

http://www.fda.gov/cvm/cloning.htm
http://www.epa.gov/aging/grants/grant-list/2008_11_21_rfp-epa-ao-ochp-08-01-fnl-rev-9-24.htm
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CALENDAR 

October / November 2008 

October 7 thru 13 ~ National 4-H 
Week 

October 8 ~ On-line Sustainable 
Crop Management Workshop, 
begins October 8 and concludes 
December 12, contact Sustain-
able Crop Management 

October 14 ~ MACD Board Confer-
ence Call 

October 16 thru 19 ~ Northern 
Rockies Bioneers Conference, 
Bozeman, for more information:  
Bioregional Outreach Network 

October 20 ~ Carbon Offset Con-
ference – “Regional Opportuni-
ties in Agriculture and forestry 
Carbon Sequestration, Bozeman, 
contact National Carbon Offset 
Coalition 

October 20 thru 22 ~ Farming with 
Grass Special Conference, Okla-
homa City, Ok 

October 21 ~ Ag Diversity Work-
shop, Conrad, contact 406-278-
7611 x101 

October 24 ~ Farmers Union An-
nual Meeting, Great Falls, con-
tact 406-452-6406 

October 28 ~ Agricultural Emer-
gency preparedness Workshop, 
Glendive, contact 
tmbass@montana.edu 

October 28, 29, & 30 ~ Meeting to 
Raise Awareness on Organic Cer-
tification—Glasgow, Plentywood 
& Sidney, contact Ginny Harring-
ton, 406-444-2402 or 
agr@mt.gov 

October 29 ~ Agricultural Emer-
gency preparedness Workshop, 
Billings, contact 
tmbass@montana.edu 

October 31 thru November 2 ~ 
AER Annual Meeting, Flathead 
Lutheran Bible Camp, Lakeside 

November 9 thru 12 ~ Montana 
Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, 
Billings, contact Rebecca Colnar, 
406-223-4106 

November 10 ~ MACD Board Con-
ference Call 

November 18 ~ RCAC Meeting 
(223 Grant Review) 

November 19 thru 20 ~ MACD 
Convention, Missoula 

MMONTANAONTANA CD CDSS:  L:  LOCALOCAL C COMMONOMMON S SENSEENSE C CONSERVATIONONSERVATION  

501 North Sanders, Suite #2 

Helena, MT 59601 
 

Phone:  406-443-5711 

Fax:  406-443-0174 
 

mail@macdnet.org 
http://www.macdnet.org/ 

Please send your thoughts as to how to improve The Montana Conservationist 
to jtiberi@macdnet.org 

Unless specifically requested, The Montana Conservationist is not sent to CD 
Supervisors.  MACD relies on District Administrators to forward The Montana 
Conservationist to the Board Chair, Supervisors, Associate Supervisors and CD 

Staff.  Thank you. 

would be looked at in the future. 

Members Sought for Brucellosis Task 

Force:  FWP and the Montana Department of Livestock 

are looking for individuals interested in finding solutions 
to the spread of brucellosis in the Greater Yellowstone 
Area.  Interested parties will find a one-page application 
online at fwp.mt.gov or liv.mt.gov. The application dead-
line is October 15, 2008, with applications accepted at 
both the FWP and DOL directors’ offices. 

The seven-member task force will make science-based 
recommendations on wildlife and livestock management 
that reduce the risk of transmission of the disease.  FWP 
Director Jeff Hagener and DOL Executive Director Chris-
tian Mackay said that brucellosis in the Greater Yellow-
stone Area is not a wildlife or livestock problem, but a 
disease problem that affects both.  Reducing the risk of 
transmission of brucellosis within and between elk and 
livestock will benefit both wildlife and livestock interests. 

The new taskforce will be co-chaired by Marty Zaluski, 
the Montana state veterinarian, and Ken McDonald, FWP 
Wildlife Division Administrator, and include one rancher 
operating within the Greater Yellowstone Area and one 
operating outside of the Greater Yellowstone Area; one 
wildlife enthusiast, sportsman or conservationist living 
within the Greater Yellowstone Area and one living out-
side of the Greater Yellowstone Area, and one 
rancher/outfitter. 

Task force meetings will begin as soon as possible after 
members are appointed. All of the meetings will be an-
nounced in advance and open to the public.  A draft char-
ter for the group calls for consensus recommendations to 
government agencies, private individuals or non-
government organizations by December 31, 2009. Issues 
without consensus solutions will be presented as both 
majority and minority reports. 

(Continued from page 9) ~ State & Local News Cont’d 

http://fwp.mt.gov/news/article_7331.aspx
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/article_7331.aspx
http://mt.gov/liv/news/2008/20081007.asp
http://btc.montana.edu/courses/aspx/NCdescrip3.aspx?TheID=110
http://www.bornnetwork.org/
http://www.ncoc.us/index2.php?option=com_content&do_pdf=1&id=47
http://www.swcs.org/en/conferences/farming_with_grass/

