Montana Association of
Conservation Districts
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Recently, letters were sent to Congress signedhyr&anizations (including ASFPM) supporting the G&ological Sur-
vey’s Cooperative Water Program (CWP)andNational Streamflow Information Program (NSIP). The letters urged
Congress to support allowing USGS to fully impletrgheir design for the NSIP beginning in FY-201H a0 restore the
capacity for USGS to match non-federal cost-sharestments in the CWP on a 50:50 basis. Membetseodrganizations
who signed the letters rely extensively on thettwosthy data and science that these two prograwmgyze. Our need for a
well-informed understanding of streamflow, grountlwatidal surge, precipitation, and other watsorece attributes con-
tinues to increase every year in relation to oomgng population, economic development, changimgl lases, and ecologi-
cal awareness. Unfortunately, the USGS capacitynbakept up.

You can view these letters on our website at:

Senate Letter:

* " 5H 5% &DIE < HIE
House Letter:
* 5H 5% &DIE < HI.

Next Steps

ASFPM is asking States to prepare letters for th@ngressional delegation patterned after theseamnigct their Congres-
sional delegates and urge them to support the ppption of $205 million in FY-2011 for USGS to ifement the NSIP
and CWP programs as soon as possible.

The best way to communicate with Congressionatesfiis to submit letters electronically or by faixce regular mail still
goes through a lengthy security process. Clickheninks to the right to locate your congressiatelegates in the Senate
and the House.
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