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Meet the Rosebud Conservatlon District

Laurie Kelley is the Ad-
ministrator of Rosebud
Conservation District,
headquartered in Forsyth,
Montana. The CD meets
the 4th Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 pm
in the USDA Office in For-
syth. Kelley has always
been involved in Montana
conservation efforts, be-
ginning when she was a
child and volunteered for
conservation efforts with
her parents. The family
volunteered their time to
clean up local fishing ac-
cesses and the city park,
and worked with local
civic groups on various
projects.

For over a decade, Kelley
worked for Stillwater
Mine at their platinum
and palladium smelter
running the regeneration
system, scrubbing the
gasses that came out of
the furnace and converter
to ensure the mine did
not release any toxins
into the air. Accepting
the position of Adminis-
trator for Rosebud CD

The Montana Conservatromsff‘“

The biggest challenges
facing the Rosebud Con-
servation District are the
lengthy drought and the
recent downturn of the
economy. Both continu-
ing to add stress to our
natural resources. While
not on the immediate ho-
rizon, coalbed methane is
also a concern. The CD
Board is proactively ad-
dressing those concerns.

Helping people is a big
part of what Rosebud CD
does. And not all help is
offered in support of con-
serving natural resources.
When a young man from
Ashland lost Buddy, his
virtual pet during the first
day of last year's Conser-
vation Days CD staff did-
n‘t think twice about
searching the huge
meadow for Buddy as his
owner went from station
to station in the outdoor
classroom. Just when it
seemed like Buddy and
owner would never be
reunited the virtual pet
was found. The CD re-
ceived a hand drawn

friend and future conser-
vationist that read,
“Thank you from Quinn
and Buddy.”

As in the past several
years, the CD Board will

be working with the Coal- [

bed Methane Protection
Act Committee, writing
the guidelines for the
2011 portion of the Coal-
bed Methane Protection
Act. Jim Rogers, one of
our supervisors, is the
chair of that committee,
which is made up of CD
board members from
coalbed methane affected
CD’s. We are also very
involved with our water-
shed groups and Kelley is
volunteering to coordi-
nate the Eastern Montana
Biomass Task Force.

That group is working on
a big project that will not
only reduce forest fuels
and decrease the harmful
side effects of forest thin-
ning; it will bring industry
to this area and help to
diversify our economy.
Kelley is especially ex-
cited about that!
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DNRC Preps for Montana Wildfires: This year’s fire sea-
son so far has only sparked relatively small fires that were
quickly contained; DNRC warns that this situation could
change very rapidly The wet winter and spring delayed ma-
jor fires. If weather conditions remain as is, it could mean a
fire season continuing into fall at the worst case.

DNRC can only plan on a day-to-day basis, and is encourag-
ing everyone to feel their camp fires after they put them out
to make sure the coals are fully extinguished. Hot after-
noons, coupled with a breeze, can easily turn an almost-out
campfire into a full-blown wildfire.
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CD’S AROUND THE STATE

Got weeds? Free classes
being held for land own-
ers: The Gallatin Conservation
District is offering free consulta-
tion services to combat weeds -
one of the largest environmental
and economic threats facing the
Gallatin Valley as well as other
areas in Montana.

For the rest of the summer and
fall, the district is contracting
with Belgrade-based Bridger Sci-
entific, Inc., to give small land
owners a helping hand for man-
aging noxious weeds, conserva-
tion district administrator Marcie
Murnion-Learn said. This is the
second year the program has
been in place. “The intent is to
help landowners, particularly new
landowners, who come to Mon-
tana,” she said. “They buy 10-
acres with five horses and all of
the sudden they say, ‘Wait a
minute. I've got a bunch of
weeds here. What should I do?"”

Noxious weeds choke out native
plant species and ultimately re-
duce the productivity and value
of the land, according to the
Gallatin County Weed District.
The invasive plants can increase
soil erosion, harm water quality,
affect wildlife habitat and reduce
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bio-diversity. The consultation is
designed to give small-acreage
landowners the necessary tools
and knowledge to keep fields
green and healthy, Murnion-
Learn said. The program offers
lessons on soil conservation, wa-
ter quality as well as weed con-
trol.

To schedule a free consultation,

contact the Conservation District
at 496-522-4011 or Bridger Sci-
entific at 496-388-5668.

Tallgrass Beef Workshop
August 19: David and Jewel
Davenport are hosting a work-
shop on tallgrass beef - beef
from cattle that graze freely on
open pastures and eat naturally-
occurring grasses. Please join
them at the Diamond Ranch on
August 19, at 3:00 pm to hear
what researchers, ranchers and
cattle-buyers have to say about
grass fed, grass finished beef.
There is a registration fee of $5
and dinner will be served.

Beef from cattle raised in this
manner is lower in saturated and
total fat, and has more omega-
3’s. Grass fed beef operations
foster an agricultural process
that benefits the land, the ani-
mals, the farmers and the con-
sumers.

Directions to the Diamond Ranch
from Lame Deer: turn on to the
Rosebud Creek Road and go
north until you reach the Dia-
mond Ranch (on the left side). It
has a large overhead pole sign
over a cargate.

Directions to the Diamond Ranch
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from Forsyth: take the Rosebud
Creek Road Exit off of I-94;
travel south on Rosebud Creek
Road for 28 miles; the Diamond
Ranch is on the right side. Those
who have questions or require
additional directions please con-
tact Jewel or Dave Davenport at
347-5243.

2008 Governor’s Range Tour:
Excellence and innovation in
rangeland management will be
on display during the 2008 Gov-
ernor’s Range Tour, scheduled
for Thursday, Sept. 4, and Fri-
day, Sept. 5, in Alder, Montana.
This year’s tour is hosted by the
Ruby Valley Conservation Dis-
trict.

The first day of the tour will be a
visit to the Ruby Dam for an
overview of an upcoming resto-
ration and rehabilitation project,
followed by a stop at the Snow-
crest Ranch to discuss bison
grazing management and ripar-
ian restoration. The Montana
Outfitters & Guides Association at
Upper Canyon Outfitters are pro-
viding lunch. The afternoon in-
cludes a tour of the junction of
Lazyman Creek and the Ruby
River to look at a comprehensive
Arctic Grayling habitat restora-
tion project and the Kelly Springs
Project, a 43-mile-long stockwa-
ter pipeline with multiple land-
owners and funding sources.

A banquet at Bandito’s in historic

Virginia City will conclude the

first day with Governor Brian
(Continued on page 5)
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NEWS FROM OUR PARTNERS

NACD/USFWS MOU Set to
Expire in 2009: In 1999
NACD and the US Fish and Wild-
life Service entered into a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU)
that established the general
framework for cooperation be-
tween the agencies to promote
and apply sound management
practices on private and Service-
owned lands. The MOU was ef-
fective for 10 years and will ex-
pire in January of 2009. Both
NACD and USFWS are reviewing
the MOU for possible changes
with the intent to have a formal
signing of the new MOU during
NACD’s Annual Meeting in New
Orleans February of 2009. The
MOU is available online for view-
ing and if there are any sug-
gested changes from the perspec-
tive of the CDs, please send those
to Jeff Tiberi by August 22, 2008.
He will compile the comments
and suggestions for submittal to
NACD.

NACD Urban and Commu-
nity Inventory Complete:
The NACD Urban and Community
Resource Policy Group (RPG) met
in Washington, D.C. during
NACD’s Board of Directors Meet-
ing to analyze district responses
to the NACD Urban and Commu-
nity Inventory. The inventory,
conducted last fall, gathered in-
formation to help NACD provide
better assistance to member dis-
tricts working in urban and com-
munity conservation. RPG will use
inventory feedback to rework the
urban and community conserva-
tion section of NACD’s website in
order to provide improved re-
sources for urban and community
districts. The full report is avail-
able on MACD’s website.

Nominations Now Open for
2008 NACD Awards: 1tis
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time to nominate individuals and
organizations for outstanding
work and leadership in soil and
water conservation. If you know
a deserving individual, conserva-
tion district or other friend of con-
servation, NACD invites you to
nominate them for the following
2008 NACD Awards:

 Friend of Conservation
Award ~ recognizes an out-
standing individual, busi-
ness, organization, agency,
etc. outside of the associa-
tion. The deadline for nomi-
nations is September 30,
2008.

- Distinguished Service
Award ~ recognizes an out-
standing individual within
the organization. The dead-
line for nominations is Sep-
tember 30, 2008.

- District Excellence
Awards ~ recognize five
outstanding districts that
have excelled in one of five
areas: Communications;
Membership Services; Natu-
ral Resources; Policy and
Grassroots Initiatives; and
Stewardship and Education.
The deadline for nomina-
tions is September 30,
2008.

« Collaborative Conserva-
tion Award ~ recognizes
conservation districts at a
regional level for their col-
laborative efforts. A national
winner is selected from the
regional winners. The dead-
line for nominations is Sep-
tember 23, 2008.

Full descriptions, criteria and
nomination forms for each award
are available on NACD’s awards
webpage. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Beth Mason
at (317-782-0600).

Return to Page 1
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NACD Legislative Confer-
ence Update: Conservation
district leaders from nearly every
state and territory joined together
in Washington, D.C., July 18-23,
2008, for NACD's 2008 Board
Meeting and Legislative Confer-
ence. The event was a great suc-
cess and NACD members took
home with them renewed energy
to speak with one voice as Amer-
ica's voice for conservation.

The conference kicked off Sunday
night, followed by two days of
informative speakers, an NACD
open house and visits to Capitol
Hill. Speakers included USDA
Deputy Undersecretary Gary
Mast, Secretary of Agriculture Ed
Schafer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Director Dale Hall, NRCS
Associate Chief Dana York, Forest
Service Associate Chief Sally
Collins, NRCS Indiana State Con-
servationist Jane Hardisty, FSA
Conservation and Environmental
Protection Division Deputy Direc-
tor Mike Linsenbigler, DRD Asso-
ciates Owner Debbie Reed, and
American Farm Bureau Federation
Chief Economist Bob Young.

The meeting concluded with
NACD's 2nd Annual Congressional
Reception held in the historic
Mansfield room inside the Capitol
building. Post-conference re-
sources are available on NACD'’s
website.

CDs Remain Opposed To
Penalty-Free Release From
CRP Contracts: NACD Presi-
dent John Redding issued the fol-
lowing statement following a fed-
eral court ruling on the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program.

“In light of yesterday’s U.S.

District Court decision on

the critical use permits un-

der the Conservation Re-
(Continued on page 5)
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STATE & LOCAL NEWS

The Nature Conservancy'’s
Montana Legacy Project:
The Montana Legacy Project is
dubbed the largest land purchase
for conservation purposes in
American history - $510 million
for 320,000 acres. With Plum
Creek Timber Company selling
its timberlands for real estate
development, The Trust for Pub-
lic Land and The Nature Conser-
vancy saw an opportunity to help
preserve one of the largest, most
intact ecosystems, part of the
Crown of the Continent, ensuring
access to the lands Montanans
have long enjoyed.

The Montana Legacy Project will
keep forests in productive timber
management and protect the
area’s clean water and abundant
fish and wildlife habitat, while
promoting continued public ac-
cess for fishing, hiking, hunting
and other recreational pursuits.
The Trust for Public Land and
The Nature Conservancy will re-
sell the land to public agencies
and private buyers with conser-
vation agreements attached.

The deal, to be closed over the
next two-and-a-half years, is
made possible by a bonding
mechanism worth as much as
$250 million Sen. Max Baucus
inserted into the Farm Bill. It
means approximately 90,000
acres -- likely checkerboard ar-
eas surrounded by Forest Service
land -- will be transferred to the
federal government.

Hot Weather in Western
States Threatens Trout
Survival: Rivers and streams
across the West are getting hot-
ter and drier, making it increas-
ingly difficult for trout to feed
and spawn. Global warming is
shrinking cold-water habitat,
threatening the survival of trout
and a billion dollar recreational
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fishing industry. The states par-
ticularly at risk include Colorado,
New Mexico, Montana, Utah and
Wyoming.

“Hotter temperatures are shut-
ting down our most popular
streams during the height of the
fishing season,” said Bruce Far-
ling, executive director of Mon-
tana Trout Unlimited (MTU). “The
closures are becoming an annual
event when trout are stressed by
warm water and low flows. The
implications of our shifting cli-
mate are clear: fewer trout and
fewer opportunities to fish.”

This issue is detailed more fully
in a report, “Trout in Trouble:
The Impacts of Global Warming
on Trout in the Interior West”,
which is a comprehensive look
by the Natural Resources De-
fense Council (NRDC) and Mon-
tana Trout Unlimited at the im-
pacts of global warming on trout
in the interior West.

Scientists project that for trout
and other cold-water aquatic
species, a nearly five degree
Fahrenheit temperature increase
could reduce trout habitat
throughout the Rocky Mountain
region by 50 percent or more by
the end of the century. “Trout
are one of the best indicators of
healthy river ecosystems;
they’re the aquatic version of the
canary in the coalmine,” said
Theo Spencer, senior advocate
for NRDC's climate center.

Spencer said it is not too late to
protect trout fisheries. He called
for solutions including enacting
federal and local climate change
legislation, using water more ef-
ficiently, and limiting logging and
road building near trout streams
to ensure enough shade to main-
tain cooler water temperatures

Return to Page 1
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Why I Came West, A Mem-
oir by Rick Bass: Rick Bass,
a critically-acclaimed, award-
winning American writer and en-
vironmental activist recently
published his new book, Why I
Came West. While subtitled “A
Memoir,” it is also an impas-
sioned outcry for preservation of
the Yaak Valley where he's set-
tled. His goal, to ensure that the
last roadless lands in the Yaak
Valley be designated as wilder-
ness.

Bass met vehement opposition
or indifference from his
neighbors, logging interests, and
politicians along the path to that
goal, leading to his being ostra-
cized and threatened in this
small community he now calls
home. Bass makes a convincing
case that he’s not the sort of
wild-eyed environmentalist some
believe him to be. He’s an avid
hunter, spending several months
a year shooting the meat to feed
his family for the coming year.
Bass also realized that in order
to reach his goal of pwws
preserving the re- 7
maining roadless
areas, he had to
incorporate the de- §
sires of his
neighbors and has
worked to keep
small local timber
mills open and ap-
plied for grants that
would allow the cutting of se-
lected trees. A review of the
book and additional information
about Rick Bass are available
online.

Carbon Credits: $550,000
to Montana Farmers: Just

over 100 landowners will receive
checks totaling $551,000 for en-

(Continued on page 7)
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Schweitzer invited to be the key-
note speaker.

The second day of the tour be-
gins with the Sauerbier Ranch to
discuss a feedlot restoration pro-
ject, followed by a stop at the
Silver Springs Project, an NRCS
Wetlands Reserve Program suc-
cess site. Following that, the
NRCS will showcase ongoing
grazing trials on the Woodson
Ranch. Lunch will be provided by
the Ruby Habitat Foundation be-
fore the tour concludes with a

visit to the Woodson Ranch and
the Ruby Habitat Foundation.

For more information about the
2008 Governor’s Range Tour or
to register, visit DNRC’s website
or contact Heidi Olbert, (406-
444-6619); or Ann Schwend
(406-842-5741 ext. 106.).

Thompson Falls High School to
Represent Montana at the 2008
Canon Envirothon: More than
265 teenagers from 44 U.S.
states and nine Canadian prov-
inces met at Northern Arizona
University in Flagstaff, Arizona,
between July 28 and August 3,
to participate as finalists during
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the 2008 Canon Envirothon.

The Thompson Falls High School
team represented Montana

If we learn, finally, that what we need to "manage” is not the land so much as ourselves in
the land, we will have turned the history of American land-use on its head.
- Gaylord Nelson, Founder of Earth Day

(Continued from page 3)
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serve Program (CRP) , I
want to express the Na-
tional Association of Con-
servation Districts’ contin-
ued commitment to the en-
vironmental benefits of the
CRP.

We understand that pro-
ducers across the country
are facing pressures given
recent weather and eco-
nomic conditions. NACD
supports landowners’ ability
to hay and graze, as con-
sistent with conservation
plans and taking into ac-
count wildlife habitat.

However, as NACD empha-
sized in a letter to Agricul-
ture Secretary Schafer ear-
lier this month, we remain
opposed to early release
from CRP contracts without
penalty.

NACD believes that CRP
should be targeted to the
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most environmentally sen-
sitive land, and that pro-
ducers who have enrolled
land in CRP have met envi-
ronmental criteria and have
committed to removed this
land from production, cre-
ating natural resource
benefits. The contracts
were entered into for a spe-
cific time period, producing
environmental benefits in
return for payment.

Conservation districts re-
main committed to the suc-
cess of the Conservation
Reserve Program, and be-
lieve the natural resource
benefits resulting from en-
rollment should not be sac-
rificed through early release
from contracts.”

NRCS Funding Available
for Forest Improvement
Projects: U.S. Agriculture Un-
dersecretary Mark Rey says up
to $2 million is available to Mon-
tanans for conservation projects
addressing forest health im-
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provement and control of salt
cedar and Russian olive growth
in streamside areas.

Applications for the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service
funding will be accepted from
July 28-Aug. 8.

The forest-health funding is be-
ing offered to Agricultural pro-
ducers on the Flathead Reserva-
tion and in Lewis and Clark,
Meagher, Musselshell, Fergus,
Powell, Granite, Ravalli, Deer
Lodge, Jefferson, Silver Bow,
Beaverhead and Madison coun-
ties.

Funding for salt cedar and Rus-
sian olive control is available to
producers on the Crow, Northern
Cheyenne and Fort Peck reserva-
tions, and in Wheatland, Stillwa-
ter, Carbon, Big Horn, Yellow-
stone, Musselshell, Golden Val-
ley, Powder River, Treasure,
Rosebud, Custer, Prairie, Roose-
velt and Valley counties.
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Hydrogen: Possible Solu-
tion to Climate Change?:
Growing concerns over global
warming have prompted energy
aficionados to look at hydrogen—
a clean burning fuel that can be
produced from coal, water, natu-
ral gas and biomass. Proponents
of using hydrogen as fuel say it
can help address climate change
and U.S. energy security. Carl
Bauer, director of the U.S. En-
ergy Department’s National En-
ergy Technology Laboratory, said
hydrogen has been taken for
granted and is beginning to be
recognized as a solution to cli-
mate change.

Wyoming Governor Dave Freu-
denthal, welcomed the develop-
ment of hydrogen as a source of
energy. The United States has
the largest estimated recover-
able reserves of coal in the
world, and Wyoming, with its
massive coal deposits in the
Powder River Basin, is the lead-
ing coal producing state in the
nation. Hydrogen is not yet pro-
duced commercially from coal,
but Bauer has said that coal is
the most reliable, cheap and
plentiful source for hydrogen
production. There is plenty of
water available, but it takes
huge amounts of electricity to
make hydrogen from water,
Bauer said. Hydrogen can be
produced from coal through gasi-
fication, but that produces car-
bon dioxide so research is being
done to find an economical way
to capture and store carbon di-
oxide on a commercial-size
scale.

Proponents admit there are
many challenges facing develop-
ment of hydrogen into an afford-
able and reliable fuel, as well as
battling misinformation about
the safety of hydrogen. Those
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challenges, however, should not
prevent further study.

Idaho School District Plan-
ning LEED Certified Ele-
mentary Schools: The Cald-
well School District in Caldwell,
Idaho, expects to lower its heat-
ing and cooling costs about
$200,000 next year because of
energy-efficiency projects at its
schools. The District is also
breaking ground on 2 new ele-
mentary schools that will be
Idaho's first LEED-certified ele-
mentary schools. LEED, or Lead-
ership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design, is a national, vol-
untary rating system that veri-
fies a building is environmentally
responsible and a healthy place
to be.

Caldwell has worked closely with
its architects and contractors to
earn the rating from the U.S.
Green Building Council. Its two
new schools will be 30 percent
more efficient than required by
the international energy conser-
vation code that all public build-
ings must follow. Efficient heat-
ing and cooling systems, natural
lighting, automatic electrical
shutoffs and superior air quality
will save taxpayers money and
make the buildings a better place
to learn, Superintendent Roger
Quarles said.

IMRivers — Online Assis-
tance for Watershed Or-
ganizations: For those of you
that are not aware, IMRivers is
an online, interactive, commu-
nity-based mapping system that
has been assisting watershed
organizations protect and pro-
mote waterways throughout the
nation. The following are a few
examples of organizations that
use IMRivers to support their
cause:
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San Diego River Park Foundation
www.imrivers.com/sandiego

Pamlico-Tar River Foundation
www.imrivers.com/ptrf

The Cahaba Blue Trail
www.imrivers.com/cahaba

The overwhelming success of
IMRivers has led the team de-
velop and launch IMRivers Junior
designed toward students and
ecological education. The goal is
to provide students with an in-
valuable educational resource
and help create a community of
students passionate about water
conservation. The IMRivers
Team will donate a website and
one year of service to your or-
ganization so that you may teach
your students about the impor-
tance of waterways and water-
way conservation.

To be eligible for this free ser-
vice, you must fit all of the fol-
lowing criteria:

e Your group must me focused
on student, K - 12, education
(Eg. non-profit conservation
organizations, classrooms, af-
ter school programs)

« IMRivers Junior can ONLY be
used for educational purposes.

» Have a responsible adult that
is willing to serve as adminis-
trator for your website

« Have a specific goal or project
that you would like to com-
plete with this website
(include timeline)

For more information about the
IMRivers Junior program, visit
www.imriversjr.com or contact
Dr. Wansoo Im, creator of the
IMRivers Program, at
wim@vertices.com.
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Calendar:
August & September

August ~ CD Resolutions due to
Area Meeting Hosts

August date TBD ~ RCAC Meet-
ing (223 Grant Review)

August 4 thru 8 ~ Montana
Youth Range Camp, Hysham

August 7, 8 & 15 ~ Forest Stew-
ardship Workshop, Yellow Bay
on Flathead Lake, contact 243-
2773

August 11 ~ MACD Board Con-
ference Call

August 13 & 14 ~ Montana
Chapter SWCS summer meet-
ing & tour, Flathead Indian
Reservation, registration form
and details available at
http://www.mtswcs.org

August 14 ~ MWCC Drought Ad-
visory Committee Meeting

August 15 thru 17 ~ Montana
Cowboy Poetry Gathering, Lew-
istown

September 4 & 5 ~ 2008 Gover-
nor’'s Range Tour, contact Heidi
Olbert, 406-444-6619

September 7 thru 11 ~ 3™ An-
nual National Summit of Mining
Communities, Butte & Ana-
conda

September 8 ~ MACD Board
Conference Call

September 14 thru 16 ~ MWCC
Fall Watershed Coordinator’s
Training, Fort Peck Hotel, Fort
Peck Reservoir

September 17 thru 19 ~ Big Sky
Public Procurement Association
Symposium & Marketing Ex-
change, Billings

September 17 ~ MWCC Drought
Advisory Committee Meeting

September 23 ~ Area II Meeting
- Hosted by Wibaux CD

September 24 ~ Area I Meeting
- Hosted by McCone CD

September 25 ~ Area III Meeting
- Hosted by Phillips CD

September 25 ~ Managing and
Restoring Human-Manipulated
Large River Ecosystems

September 30 ~ Area V Meeting
- Hosted by Bitterroot CD

(Continued from page 4)
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rolling land in a carbon credit pro-
gram, the Montana Farmers Un-
ion (MFU) said. The program
links landowners with no- or low-
till or seeded land to industrial
businesses seeking to offset their
greenhouse gas emissions. The
National Farmers Union Carbon
Credit Program pools carbon
credits for sale on the Chicago
Climate Exchange.

Jim Sargent, MFU membership
director, said landowners are be-
ing paid to keep stored carbon in
the ground undisturbed, or to
seed plants that will pull carbon
dioxide out of the air during pho-
tosynthesis. Dutton-area grain
farmer Chad Doney said he re-
ceived a check for $470 for en-
rolling about 800 acres in the pro-
gram. Nationwide, producers
have earned $8.5 million since
the program started in 2006.

Bison advocates aim to
seed West with new herds:
At a compound located at Corwin
Springs, government veterinari-
ans screen bison for disease, with
those that pass muster being eli-
gible for relocation outside Yel-
lowstone on Montana’s Indian
reservations . If this project is
successful, after more than a cen-
tury wild bison may once again
roam free.

"Our goal is to put them back on
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the landscape across the country,
wherever state agencies and
tribes can manage them appropri-
ately," said Jack Rhyan, a veteri-
narian with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, which operates the
Corwin Springs compound.

Ranchers consider the project as
a potential nightmare filled with
risks. "The 18th century is gone.
It's not coming back," said Jason
Camp, a Montana cattle rancher
who wants bison confined to Yel-
lowstone, concerned over the
possible spread of brucellosis to
other livestock. Yellowstone's
bison herd offers the most geneti-
cally pure stock of bison, but
about half the animals have
brucellosis.

Three years into the project,
about 40 bison adults and calves
are slated to be shipped out this
winter. Once on the reservations,
tribal leaders will take over man-
agement of the animals, which
must be fenced off from livestock
and other wildlife. After five years
of additional brucellosis testing,
the tribes can set loose those ani-
mals testing negative.

Montana Association of
Conservation Districts

501 North Sanders, Suite #2
Helena, MT 59601

Phone: 406-443-5711
Fax: 406-443-0174

mail@macdnet.org

http://www.macdnet.org/

Please send your thoughts as to how to improve The Montana Conservationist to
jtiberi@macdnet.org

Unless specifically requested, The Montana Conservationist is not sent to CD Super-
visors. MACD relies on District Administrators to forward The Montana Conservation-
ist to the Board Chair, Supervisors, Associate Supervisors and CD Staff. Thank you.
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